Teacher Education Department Meeting

MINUTES
Thursday, November 29, 2007

1-2:30 pm -- McCaskill 110E

Members Present:  Ardren, B., Bailey, S., Christensen, J., Geidner, J., Harshman, R., Kropid, W., Robinson, R.   (Not present:  Cox, T.,  Marciniec, P., Schrenker, C.) 

Others Attending:  Levings, E., Department Associate, Janice Crede

Approval of  November 8, 2007 Meeting Minutes – moved/seconded (Kropid/Bailey) – passed unanimously
Check In and Thanks:

· The Center for Excellence in Teaching and Learning (CETL) announced that Dr. Jennifer Christensen (Special Education, Department of Teacher Education), Dr. Monica Roth Day (Social Work, Department of Human Behavior and Diversity) and Dr. Shevaun Stocker (Psychology, Department of Human Behavior and Diversity) were awarded a Lesson Study Training Grant in the amount of $2500.

· Ted Cox’s wife Betty will be joining him in Superior November 30 - December 3 and hopes to meet faculty at TED get-to-gethers and the Chancellor’s ball.

Guest:  Janice Crede – Coordinator - Campus Sustainability
Janice introduced herself to TED staff and invited participation in January 31 all-day event to be held in RSC:  Focus on the Nation – Global Warming Awareness including an Eco-Fair, morning 10-minute focus sessions, luncheon, afternoon speaker Barry Hanson on alternative energies & panel discussion with local politicians.

She identified current campus programs for sustainability, including:

· student organization “SWARM”;  

· campus membership in the Association for Advancement of Sustainability in Higher Education (AASHE).  Staff have membership priviledges in the www.AASHE.org Resource Center… contact Emily Levings or Janice Crede for details on how to access this.

· Chancellor’s signing of,the President’s Climate Commitment in May 2007 (see http://www.presidentsclimatecommitment.org ) for a goal of achieving campus climate neutrality, to include a campus inventory of green-house gases and action plan.
· Campus committee for sustainability in curriculum (Ted Cox is member); 

· Student leadership seminar held August 07 for 1 credit in Biology or First Nations 

Announcements:

Last call for library orders:  B. Ardren, S. Bailey, J. Geidern and J. Christensen indicated they may be adding to the order.

Holiday Party Friday 11/30, 4-6 pm at Cecilia’s

Boathouse Dinner 12/3, 6pm with Ted and Betty Cox

Funding has been approved for all Wisconsin IHE Teacher Education programs to include additional faculty and staff. Teacher Education positions to be discussed in January.

Ron Harshman has announced his retirement effective June 2008 (will teach summer DL TED 300)

Discussion Items:

· SOAR – Wendy reported on recent meetings of SOAR & Advisement Committee who are formulating set up for Spring/Summer 2008 advisement sessions.

· Summer College:  For a graduate courses to be offered, the enrollment tuitions must be double the faculty payments for instruction.  There must be a minimum of 10 undergrad students to offer a summer session class.  

· Rhoda will be preparing materials for distribution on December 14 for faculty to review in preparation for strategic planning sessions to be held in January.  The focus of these sessions are:



Step 1:  From a fresh perspective, WHAT should we teach?



Step 2:  How should we teach items in step 1?


Items to be considered in the WHAT should include professional judgments, state teaching requirements, and General Education UW-S requirements. 

· Wendy Kropid brought forward a request of a transfer student not yet admitted to the program who has requested enrollment in a TED Program course.  The faculty discussed this request relative to the standing policy that requires Admission to the TED Program in order to enroll in TED Program coursework.  The faculty agreed that the precedent of requiring TED Admission should followed.  Rhoda indicated that further discussion on this will continue at the January meeting.

Looking Forward:

January Welcome Week (Tuesday, January 15 – Friday, January 18)

Following Martin Luther King holiday, Spring classes will start on Tuesday January 22

Policy on TED Enrollments of students not admitted to TED Program

Distance Learning Memorandum Agreement

Update on additional funding for TED staff from UW-System.

Overall Schedule

Departmental Strategic Planning
Next Meeting:  Thursday, December 13, 2007, 1:00-2:30 pm, McCaskill 110E

Submitted by Emily Levings

Approved 12/13/2007:  S. Bailey motioned; T. Cox seconded; unanimous approval.

