MINUTES of the
Teacher Education Department Meeting
Thursday, October 9, 2008
1:00-2:00 pm – McCaskill 110-E

Members attending: Cecilia Schrenker – Chair, Becky Ardren; Susan Bailey; Jennifer Christensen; Ted Cox; Jim Geidner; Wendy Kropid; Peggy Marciniec; Peter Nordgren (Distance Learning); Cathy Pulkinen; Rhoda Robinson

Others Attending: Anne Carlson, TED Data Support Associate; Melissa Nelmark and Joe Mooney – Advisors for the new Elementary Education majors before admittance to program

Approval of September 25, 2008 Meeting Minutes
Minutes for the September 25, 2008 were unanimously approved, with revision of date of next meeting to October 9, 2008 (T. Cox motioned, J.Christensen seconded)  R. Robinson suggested that from this point forward we attach recommendations to the minutes.  Faculty approved this idea.

Guests M. Nelmark and J. Mooney were welcomed. C. Schrenker shared projects undertaken by FTA and COPE Center to support the connection of new elementary education majors and the department.

Review of TED Student Handbook
· C. Schrenker reviewed status of corrections made so far in the handbook and asked for permission to remove listing of specific general educations courses.  Granted.  C. Schrenker will draft corrected copy.
· Science requirements were discussed; suggestion was made to substitute CHEM 105 for CHEM 100.  Geidner and Cox will meet on issue before next meeting.
· Faculty was asked to review number of outside hours listed for TED courses in the handbook and let C. Schrenker know of corrections;
· Faculty asked to review copy associated with the minors they work more closely with. It was agreed that the listing of minors outside the department would be left to other departments to publicize.
· At the next meeting pages 13-20 will be quickly reviewed for corrections. 

Professional Development Plans with Superior School District
P. Marciniec reviewed procedures for serving as IHE reps for PDPs for Superior School System (attached). Peter Nordgren asked that as we hear from distance learning elementary education majors down the line concerning PDP requirements, please share this info with him.  

TED Department recommendations for new academic building
W. Kropid asked for advice for furniture for classrooms in the new building. Trapezoid tables and a Smart Board in each of the classrooms were recommended. Faculty was encouraged to meet with W. Kropid to share ideas, and questions, and see what was submitted for each classroom originally.

Approval of Sabbaticals
P. Marciniec and T. Cox presented their sabbatical proposals to faculty. C. Schrenker indicated she will draft a letter of support to the Provost for the department and share with the faculty for suggestions, with the understanding that the department will absorb their 12-hour teaching loads, with no one asked to teach outside their areas of expertise and no one faculty being overloaded.  C. Schrenker asked if the department would unanimously support the sabbaticals and no negative responses were given.

Next Meeting
Thursday, October 16, 2008
· Continue review of handbook
· Assessment of selected departmental goals for activation
· Distance learning agreement
· Distance learning enrollments over 5 years
· Summer 2009, Fall 2009, Spring 2010 course schedules

Submitted by C. Schrenker and J. Christensen,
October 16, 2008 Approval of Minutes:  T. Cox motioned, P. Marciniec seconded, followed by discussion and unanimous approval as amended.
