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Please note that this is newsletter is now found online at the Publications link at
the UW-Superior Teacher Education Department homepage:  www.uwsuper.edu/acaddept/ted

Dear Readers and Teachers of Readers,

It has been a beautiful summer in the Northland.  The weather cooperated and I was actually able to spend a great deal of time out of doors, both at home and on mini vacations with family.  UW-Superior was fortunate to be the location for a summer presentation by Dr. Richard Allington in June.  The students in my summer TED 702: Practicum in Reading K-12 were invited by the School District of Superior to attend this daylong workshop.  Allington presented his ideas and ideals about RtI and supporting struggling readers.  As is his habit, Allington was outspoken as he talked about teaching reading at the student’s instructional level and making sure that we offer appropriate, numerous and inviting book choices.
In August,  the 2nd annual Superior Literacy Institute was held at UW-S.  Speakers known nationally included J. David Cooper, Shane Templeton, and David Monti.  Break out sessions offered information and ideas on aspects of useful classroom teaching from teaching vocabulary to understanding the state of Wisconsin’s focus on adolescent literacy. 
The International Reading Association will offer two exceptional professional development opportunities in 2009:
	Annual Convention West			Annual Convention North Central
	February 21–25, 2009			May 3–7, 2009
	Phoenix, Arizona, USA			Minneapolis, Minnesota, USA
	Multiple Pathways to Literacy 		Reading, Writing, and Conversations 
					
The Wisconsin State Reading Association’s 2009 convention, A Proud History/A Promising Future, will be held in Milwaukee, February 5-7.  

Read and Enjoy!
Peggy Marciniec




Where in the World is TED 705?

If you are enrolled in the MSE Reading program or are seeking a state of Wisconsin 017 (previously 317) license, you are required to take TED 705: The K-12 Literacy Program.  This course is offered every other fall semester in odd numbered years.  Make sure to look for this course in fall 2009.  Taught by Becky Ardren, it is the course that focuses on the interests and duties of the true literacy coach and Reading Specialist, that of supervising and leading a building- or district-wide literacy program.  When writing your course program with your advisor, you are encouraged to take this course (and other 700 level courses) toward the end of your master’s sequence of coursework.

New Requirements!
MSE Reading students now select only 3 (rather than 6) credits of Foundations coursework with the guidance of your advisor.  The total of 30 credits remains the same, however.  Students, beginning in Fall 0f 2007, now take the research sequence like others in our UW-S master’s degree programs.  TED 750, offered on campus only in summer and fall semesters,  is a 3-credit research course based on inquiry and guidance.  Each individual student determines a topic of personal interest to research and designs the path of their individual study.  TED 752 is the independent study that follows the research project to its completion.  MSE Reading students who register for TED 752 also choose a research advisor who specializes in their chosen area of study.
MSE Reading students must present their study to an audience; contact Dr. Peggy Marciniec (pmarcini@uwsuper.edu or 715-394-8585) to set up your presentation when you are nearing completion and binding of your thesis.

How About the Portfolio?
The Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction has mandated the use of a portfolio as one of the measurements for graduation.  Our portfolio process includes self-selection of artifacts that match all five of the International Reading Association standards as well as a choice of two of the seven Wisconsin Standards for Administrators.  Detailed portfolio information can be found later in this newsletter.
You must also discuss your selected artifacts with other reading professionals.  If you are graduating in fall of 2008 or spring of 2009, you may sign up for the Professional Discussion in November.  There will be another date to attend the Professional Discussion and submit your portfolio in spring 2009.
The Professional Portfolio Discussion will next be held on November 11, 2008, at 4:30 PM.  To reserve a space, contact Dr. Peggy Marciniec at pmarcini@uwsuper.edu or 715-394-8585.


                        Preparing Your MSE Portfolio (revised 12-2007)

The purpose of this collection is to show your competency in five of the MSE Reading standards as well as selected Administrative standards.  To show you know, you need to carefully select appropriate artifacts.  Some will be projects or assignments from your coursework; others could be chosen from your professional life.

1. You must include an artifact of your choice from EACH of these core classes:
1. TED 663 Developing Reading Pre K – 3
1. TED 664 Developing Literacy 4 – 12
1. TED 665 Using Literacy Processes in the Content Area
1. TED 701 Introduction to Reading Difficulties
1. TED 702 Practicum in Reading Difficulties
If you have earned an undergraduate R/LA minor, you may not have evidence from three of these courses. If that is the case, see your advisor. 

1. Divide your portfolio into seven (7) sections.  The first five sections will reflect your growth in the five MSE Reading standards (based on the IRA standards).  The next two are your choice; choose any two of the seven Wisconsin Administrative standards.  Each 700-level course is based on selected IRA standards and also Wisconsin Administrative Standards. Each section will exhibit your knowledge of each of the five reading competencies and two (of the seven) administrative standards that guide the MSE Reading Program.  Please use NO MORE THAN two artifacts for each of the sections.
1. Some of the artifacts may be work completed from your recent courses.
1. Others can be collected from your attendance at professional workshops.
1. Still other artifacts may be from your recent experiences in literacy instruction.

1. For each of the seven (7) sections include a reflection (brief statement) generally following this format:
1. Tell what artifacts you have chosen (3 sentences or less).
1. Describe why they were chosen to spotlight your competency (3 sentences or less).
1. Describe what you need to do in the future to increase or deepen your competency of this standard so that your students will benefit.

Reflections need to be at the beginning of each of the seven sections, much like a “table of contents” for that section.  Students admitted to Candidacy in the MSE Reading Program after January 1, 2004, are asked to use their portfolio as a basis for a professional discussion.  Students share their competency and discuss their growth in knowledge, dispositions, and performances in each of seven areas. The Portfolio is evaluated Pass/Fail.
The Professional Portfolio Discussion is required for graduation and is scheduled in both spring and fall.


Proposed ADOLESCENT LITERACY PLAN REQUIREMENTS FOR WI DISTRICTS

Draft – DPI Requirements
Districts will be expected to put together a plan for the creation and implementation of an adolescent literacy plan.  The plan should address all of the following elements, which can be used as a checklist:

Collaboration:
1.  A cross-curricular, multi-grade team of educators to support adolescent literacy within 
the school and/or district;
2.  A plan for:
· hiring highly qualified literacy leaders including administrators, principals, 
curriculum directors, and teachers;
· reviewing and/or refining the roles and responsibilities for literacy personnel 
including literacy coaches, licensed reading personnel (new and existing), and 
library personnel;
3.  A progress monitoring system for measuring success.

Resources:
1. Resource management for adolescent literacy including staffing, library resources and other structural elements;
2. A plan for a review of current funding sources and for exploration of new funding sources (grants) to support adolescent literacy.

Instructional Support
1. A plan to create and/or support professional learning for teachers within and across disciplines in relation to adolescent literacy.
2. Professional learning and technical assistance to support the dissemination and implementation of the adolescent literacy plan.
3. A district rollout strategy as well as professional learning to support and to ensure the implementation of the revised WMAS standards.
4. A plan to promote and advocate for literacy professional learning opportunities in the region/district/school for all educators and literacy leaders.

Support for Students:
1. A system of intervention for adolescents including differentiation of instruction and interventions for students who are reading/writing below grade level.
2. Professional learning and technical assistance to support educators so they can refine their skills in working with readers and writers and respond with specific, within- and beyond-classroom supports.
3. A formative assessment system to monitor student progress.

Literacy Personnel:
1. A district plan to enhance content area literacy instruction.
2. Encouraging literacy personnel to join and participate in regional networks and professional literacy associations to facilitate and expand professional learning.



From Dr. Schrenker . . . 

When I am out supervising student teachers, I very frequently see the basal story presented to the whole group by using a tape of a professional reading the story or volunteers reading parts, without any silent reading first.  These practices are recommended in the teacher’s guide. I remember way back when I was teaching a graduate course and a group of teachers were designing a second grade unit.  When I read their materials I saw that they were reading the story to the kids.  When I asked why they said the material was too hard and the school system mandated that they not use groups.

Well, you can’t learn to read by having someone read harder materials to you, unless you might be using the “impress” method of tutoring and that requires one on one tutoring.  In the July/August/September volume of the Reading Research Quarterly (vol. 43, no. 3), Deborah Poole found that low level readers in a whole group situation may have the same problems that were supposedly associated with being in a low level reading group.  They read less and were interrupted more.  They were not learning.

Many years ago, IRA’s Reading Teacher asked for responses to whether using reading groups were bad.  Out of hundreds of responses, mine was one of three chosen.  I argue that the research backed less than good teaching with the lower reading group but did not support the elimination of reading groups totally.

Small group instruction on skills will not make up for poor teaching practice asking students to improve their reading by assigning them to read material at a frustration level and rereading the story a second time.

Reading experts have known that flexible grouping is the answer.  Sometimes the material will stretch the student.  Sometimes he/she will be with students at his/her own level - sometimes not.  All students need extensive practice with reading materials at their instructional level and most need practice groups that focus on fluency.  Why do we keep doing what won’t work?


Some Recommendations for Good Books 
by UW-S Reading Faculty

Dr. Schrenker’s Favorites from the 2008 Winners

The 2008 Caldecott winner, The Invention of Hugo Cabret by Brian Selnick, couldn’t be used as a read aloud easily, but its use of visuals and print to tell a story of a Parisian boy’s adventures with the creator of automata is so creative.  It would be great as an example of the use of illustrations to support or tell a story, especially with many of today’s kids into comic books and graphic stories.

The Wednesday Wars by Gary Schmidt, a 2008 Newberry Honor Book, would make a great read aloud for the intermediate grades and middle school.  It is so funny.  The scene with the nervous new principal holding two big rats that have fallen from the classroom ceiling was hilarious.  Written in the voice of an anxiety ridden young boy, it also would help kids to relate to another time – the Vietnam War area.  At least read it yourself when you need to laugh.

First the Egg by Laura Seegar is a 2008 Caldecott Honor Book.  Built upon the phrase “first…then” and using punched out art, it would be great for a read aloud for kindergarten and first grade.  I guarantee it would mesmerize the kids.

And last, but not least, most of you know that I really liked Bud not Buddy.  Well, Christopher Paul Curtis has written Elijah of Buxton, a winner of several awards including the 2008 Newberry Honor Book.  It would be great for third-fifth graders.  Elijah is a hoot but it also depicts history accurately, in describing the African-American only settlements in Canada.  A child who is nervous about many things can relate to Elijah, who is just too “fra-gile” for his own good.

Becky Ardren’s Recommendations for Teens and Adults

Twilight by Stephenie Meyer is a fantasy about Bella, the new kid in a Washington school, who is intrigued with Edward, a member of a rescued vampire family renouncing human prey.  Teens and adults are raving about Twilight and the other four novels in Meyer’s series:  New Moon, Eclipse, Breaking Dawn.  Will Bella decide to join Edward’s family and become a vampire?  Is that possible?  Read the series to find out.  I am sure that many of your young adult students already have.

Another fantasy is The Book of Lost Things by John Connolly.  You have to read it to believe it.  You will have some laughs at the new twist in fairy tales.  

In the book The Camel Bookmobile: A Novel (P.S.), author Masha Hamilton’s character Fiona Sweeney (The Distance Between Us) continues her quest to make a difference in the world.  Fi, a 36 year old librarian, goes to Garissa, Kenya to be part of an initiative to get books in the hands of those who live in remote bush villages.  Meet Matani, the teacher; Kanika, the young girl who loves books and reading; and Neema, her strong grandmother.  They embrace the camel bookmobile books and the new ideas books bring.  Also meet Taban and the elders of the village who believe that the books threaten the traditions and life style of those who live in the village.  What is best?  High school students and adults will have robust discussions about this read.

Other titles from the Alex Award (Adult Books for Teens) include:  The Whistling Season by Ivan Diog; Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen; Color of the Sea by John Hamamura; and The World Made Straight by John Rash.



“Be the change you wish to see.”  
Mahatma Gandhi




You are Invited to
Arrowhead Reading Council’s Literacy Events

Duluth’s Poet Laureate Reading
Featuring Duluth’s 2nd Poet Laureate Jim Johnson
September 21, 2008, at 3 pm
University of Minnesota Duluth Weber Music Hall, Duluth MN
Free and open to the Public.  Refreshments will be served.

Minnesota Reading Association Annual Fall Conference
November 7-8, 2008
Earle Brown Heritage Center, Brooklyn Center, MN
Registration and Fees:  www.mn.reading.org

Resonance:  The Odyssey of the Bell
November 12, 2008, from 7:30-9:30 pm
Harbor City International School, 332 W Michigan, Duluth MN
FREE!  (donations encouraged)
Margi Preus, Duluth author of The Peace Bell, and Paul Creager, film producer, will join in a presentation and book talk about the bells taken from Ohara Japan during WWII and how Duluth’s sister city relationship came to be.

Winter Solstice
Featuring Tony Dierckins, author of Crossing the Canal
January 26, 2009, from 6-8 pm
Layfette Square, Park Point 
Fee:  $15 email for registration and fee payment Stephanie.Boyat@duluth.k12.mn.us
Soup and sandwich dinner, Books for a Bargin sale, bonfire, and Tony Dierckins’ talking about his new book Crossing the Canal (about Duluth’s Ariel Lift Bridge)

To join Arrowhead Reading Council or renew your membership contact Debbie Sauer, membership chair.  Deborah.Sauer@duluth.k12.mn.us





MSE – Reading Program
Teacher Education Department, Mc113A
PO Box 2000, Belknap & Catlin Ave.
Superior, WI  54880-4500

Address Correction Requested
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