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is a clinical psychologist in private practice in Westchester 
County, NY. She is also the founder and president of 
Reminiscence, her business that specializes in personal 
memoirs and family histories. Teri developed her oral history 
skills through her doctoral dissertation, an ethnographic study of 
the experience of being a female police officer in the New York 
Police Department. She has taught qualitative research as an 
adjunct lecturer at New York University, and is co-author of 
Doing Qualitative Research: Circles within Circles, an academic 
text that teaches qualitative skills while emphasizing the 
interplay between affect and cognition –– the emotional and the 
intellectual –– that researchers experience while engaged in the 
highly interpretative process of ethnography. Since the creation 

of her personal history business in 1999, she has taught memoir writing workshops in 
educational settings, hospice, senior centers, and synagogues. She incorporates writing 
into her clinical work, and has published articles, given workshops and lectured in 
clinical and academic settings on the therapeutic value of personal history.  
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