Directions and Guidance for Completing the 2012 FYS Proposal
As you prepare your proposal keep in mind that we are aiming to provide an environment that assists students (primarily traditional freshmen but also non-traditional freshmen and transfer students with fewer than 27 credits) in making the transition to the academic university environment.  In concert with the First Year Experience we intend to provide students a successful transition to their college experience.  Be thinking “How will this course help them become part of this community?” as you write up the proposal.
Question 1: Provide a title that is descriptive of the course and captures its essence. The short title is for PeopleSoft which can only accommodate 30 spaces. (See what you can create rather than leaving it to the registrar’s office.)  Add your name and your program.

Question 2: Two descriptions of your course – one that is formal and covers what your department needs to see. Some departments are quite specific as to what your seminar must contain. The second description is for attracting freshmen.  For the brochure we aim for a consistency in the language: 60-90 words; using second or third person pronouns (“we” or “you” rather than “the student”); use active construction (“we will survey…” vs “various aspects are surveyed”); avoid academic jargon. Let your interest and passion come through.
Question 3: In 2007 the Planning Committee decided upon and governance approved three learning goals for the seminars: 

1. Students will be more disposed to value learning in its own right and see themselves as having the ability and the right to invest themselves in this learning.

2. Students will be more disposed to pursue learning collaboratively, both in formal academic settings and elsewhere.
3. Students will be more disposed to actively question previous knowledge and examine new ideas and multiple perspectives.
It is important that your proposal addresses these goals. We want to know how each goal fits into your course. The revised FYS proposal combines several previously separate questions into one and is the major part of the proposal. It asks how you will advance/include/integrate each goal into the seminar. Then it asks for examples of activities you will include to meet each of the goals. Just as importantly, it asks how you will assess students’ progress on this goal. We changed the proposal in order to make it clear that the activities and assessment asked for refer to those goals rather than the course content. For the proposal, stay focused on the FYS Learning Goals.

Question 4: Beginning with fall 2012 proposals, a syllabus is required. If you have one prepared or in the works please submit it. The assumption is that the General Education Committee may require a syllabus for their review of the seminars. If you do not have a syllabus, at the very least, describe possible course materials and course assignments and discuss preparation for the EXPO as a culminating course experience. If you have not attended a FYS EXPO you can watch 2 videos at the CETL web site for FYS. One shows how to create a booth and another gives viewers a sense of what goes on.

Question 5: We encourage you to include other High Impact Practices in your seminar if it is a good fit: Writing Across the Curriculum, Academic Service Learning, Global Awareness, and other First Year Experience activities. Describe your intentions in any of these areas.

Question 6:  The library staff wants to be able to plan ahead and has asked that we solicit information about intended use. Will you want books or materials on reserve, for example? Do you expect students to need support in finding documents and reference materials?  Elaborate on these plans in number six.

Question 7:  As the Liberal Education Learning Goals integrate into our curriculum the expectation is that the FYSs will incorporate one or more of these five Goals. The General Education Committee is looking to move these Goals into the General Education requirements. The three FYS Goals mesh well with the Liberal Education Learning Goals. Question seven asks you to consider how your seminar incorporates one or more of the Liberal Education Learning Goals and to highlight this.

UW-Superior Liberal Education Learning Goals (LELGs) In Spring 2009 UW-Superior adopted the following liberal education learning goals (LELGs):

1. The ability to think and make connections across academic disciplines 
2. The ability to express oneself in multiple forms 
3. The ability to analyze and reflect upon multiple perspectives to arrive at a perspective of one's own 
4. The ability to think and engage as a global citizen  
5. The ability to engage in evidence-based problem solving 
Question 8: At least for the time being the FYS are expected to fit into one of the Core or Knowledge areas of the General Education Requirements. The Registrar’s office has designated specific IDS numbers for each of the General Education Areas. You and your supporting program or department can best determine this and whether it meets a Non-Western or Diversity Requirement.

101 = History; 102 = Literature; 103= World Literature, Culture, & Philosophy. 104 = Social Science; 106 = Natural Science (non-lab); 107 = Natural Science & lab.  108 = Fine/Applied Art: Art history; 109 = Fine/Applied Arts: Aesthetic Experience 110 = Math and Computer Science.  Does it also meet a Non-Western or Diversity requirement? 
Question 9:  Usually instructors are sponsored by their home department. Occasionally there is either an interdisciplinary topic or an instructor in a non-academic unit that leads to asking another academic department to sponsor the seminar. Either way, the proposal must be accompanied by either department Minutes approving sponsorship of the seminar or, if time is short, a memo of support from the department chair with Minutes to follow.  Clarify if the offering is contingent on the department receiving a replacement hire for a course or additional funding for the instructor. There is some, but limited, funding for this. FYS cannot be taught as an overload.
Becoming a First Year Seminar Instructor carries some additional provisions. The FYS needs to function as a cohesive Program so it is necessary that we work together on making the FYS successful.  There is the expectation that instructors will attend a FYS Workshop in May while under contract and meetings across the semester of seminar offering.  There are other workshop opportunities through CETL that you are strongly encouraged to attend. Our teaching in the seminars needs to be intentional and explicit in order to meet the FYS and Liberal Education Learning Goals. The workshops and meetings focus on supporting instructors so you can be successful with these responsibilities.  Besides your assessment of the FYS Goals, each semester there is a survey of FYS students on their sense of meeting these Goals. In the long run, if not the short, it is important that this program build student college success; student appreciation for and active engagement in campus community, its mission, and its goals; and students’ belief in themselves as learners, citizens, and future leaders.  Feel free to contact the FYS Coordinator with questions.
