Descriptions of Presentations at UW-Superior
Tuesday, January 18

General Education Outcomes Assessment, by Robbie Teahen (Tuesday, January 18, 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., YU 204).  General Education represents the learning we plan that all students will achieve, regardless of their program.  Yet measuring the success of general education programming is often elusive, because it is typically diffused throughout the curriculum.  This session will review high-level philosophies about general education approaches and introduce strategies valuable in assessing the institution’s success in producing intended learning outcomes.  Capstone courses, portfolios, and standardized assessments, among other options, will be introduced as examples of tools used in other institutions. 
Co-curricular Assessment, by Bob Mundhenk (Tuesday, January 18, 11:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m., YU 203).  While most institutions have devoted effort and resources to the effectiveness of the co-curricular services and programs they offer, only recently have they started to assess the learning these areas produce. This session will explore ways to assess the impact of co-curricular efforts on student learning and development.

Curriculum Mapping, by Bob Mundhenk and Robbie Teahen (Tuesday, January 18, 1:30 – 3:45 p.m., YU 203). Even departments and programs with fully articulated program outcomes do not necessarily plan their students’ learning experiences to assure the achievement of those outcomes. In this workshop, participants will develop a curriculum mapping process that can trace the development of outcomes from first course to culminating experience. 

Wednesday, January 19

Morning Keynote - Assessment, Accreditation, and Accountability, by Bob Mundhenk and Robbie Teahen (Wednesday, January 19, 8:30 – 9:30 a.m., YU Great Rooms A &B).  Dissatisfied with the performance of higher education, officials at federal and state levels have discussed, proposed, and in some cases implemented more stringent measures to assure the accountability of higher education. One of the ways they have exerted pressure on higher education is through increased pressure on accreditation. Federal and state mandates, coupled with increased vigilance through accreditation, mean that the era of transparency is upon us. This session explains these changes and their implications for higher education in general.  
Rubric Building, by Bob Mundhenk (Wednesday, January 19, 9:45 – 11:45 a.m., YU 203).  In this workshop, participants will learn about the uses of descriptive rubrics as they dissect one, analyze its results, and build a rubric for one of their own course or program outcomes.  

Selecting and Developing Assessment Approaches and Methods, by Robbie Teahen (Wednesday, January 19, 9:45 – 11:45 a.m., YU 204).  If there is one guiding principle (and there are many), one is thinking about the assessment of learning from a systems perspective.  This session will explore comprehensive assessment planning, data collection, analysis, improvement strategies, and the development of a systemic and systematic approach to assessment for and of learning.  Participants will explore the range of options available for incorporation into a comprehensive plan and explore strategies for developing a system that is meaningful, sustainable, and that fits within the culture.  
Luncheon Keynote: Assessing for Learning in a Climate of Accountability, by Bob Mundhenk and Robbie Teahen (Wednesday, January 19, 12:00 – 1:00 p.m., YU Great Room C).  This session builds on the general morning session as it explores the ways in which carefully developed assessment practices can serve two purposes: accountability and improvement of student learning.  

Developing Online Assessment,  by Robbie Teahen (Wednesday, January 19, 1:15 – 3:15 p.m., YU 203).  With the explosion of online tools for learning, there are many additional resources that could be used for conducting assessments online, whether in a course management system or in any one of a number of free Web 2.0 tools, share sites, or public domain resources.  Your facilitator will be scanning the tools available close to the time of the session to identify some new options that may exist to enable you to use technology to improve learning and increase efficiency, as this is a rapidly changing environment.  Too few of us have sufficiently tapped the potential of technology to enhance learning effectiveness.  We will be taking a look at several.  
How to Write Program and Course Level Outcomes: by Bob Mundhenk (Wednesday, January 19, 1:15 – 3:15 p.m., YU 204).  This interactive workshop will help participants develop specific, concrete, measurable outcomes at both levels.
