IRB Decision Tree 1:

Students:

Does Your Project Need IRB Review?

Can you answer “Yes” to ALL of the
following questions?

Does the student research involve only UW-
Superior students and/or staff?

Are the research subjects at least 18 years
old (not a minor)?

Is the data being recorded anonymously (no
one /ncluding the researcher can link
responses to an individual subject)? (Note:
Oral histories are exempt from this criterion
since by their nature they cannot be done
anonymously).

Does the research involve no risk (physical,
psychological, social or financial) or
minimal risk?

AND

Minimal risk is
"the probability
and magnitude of
harm or
discomfort
anticipated in the
research are not
greater in and of
themselves than
those ordinarily
encountered in
daily life or
during the
performance of
routine physical
or psychological
examination(s)
or test(s)”.

Can you answer “Yes” to ALL of the
following questions?

Will the research be presented only in the
classroom or as a poster session at UW-
Superior (that is, the research will NOT be
presented at a conference or published in a
professional journal or magazine)?

Is the research limited to one or more of the
following groups: 1) survey, interview, oral
history, observation of public behavior, or
focus group or 2) the collection or study of
existing data, documents or records that
are publicly available?

Is the data collected in this research being
used only by a student for this project and
not being used in any faculty research
study?

The faculty advisor
must complete Faculty
Report on Classroom
Projects and submit it
to the IRB Coordinator for]
record keeping

Is this project strictly a classroom
assignment, meaning that the intent if
the project is solely academic learning
and that there is no expectation that
these data will be shared outside of the
classroom?

STOP!!!
No Further

Formal IRB
Review
Needed

Student and faculty Advisor must complete Request for Review of Student
Project and submit it to the IRB Coordinator for review.




