
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION
ECON 301
Emerging India: From Gandhi to Globalization 

This is an academic year program consisting of three interrelated and integrated components: 
· One-credit introductory and preparatory course during Fall semester
· Four-credit residential study abroad program in India during J-term
· One-credit synthesis and presentation course during Spring semester

Catalog Course Description 

ECON 301 Study Abroad (0-6). Field trips designed by department faculty to give students direct experiences in foreign countries. Each program includes preparatory reading, orientation meetings, a faculty-supervised study tour, and a detailed written evaluation of learning situations associated with the course. With consent of the relevant program and content adaptation, programs provided by other agencies can be considered for this credit. Students must obtain approval for taking these courses prior to participation. Otherwise the course may not count. For specific degree requirements consult your advisor. Course can be repeated only if the content is different. Prerequisite: ECON 250 and 251 for Business and Economics majors and ECON 235 for non-majors, and permission of program and instructor. 

Specific Course Description

ECON 301 Emerging India: From Gandhi to Globalization. 

Globalization is typically seen as a key driving force of economic development. Localization is viewed as an alternative to globalization and is more recently associated with development efforts framed within the context of sustainability. This course explores these two development themes with specific reference to India.

India is the world’s largest democracy with 1.2 billion people and an “emerging” economy of growing significance. India’s contemporary history since independence in 1947 is one of competing economic views that embrace both global dimensions and village self-reliance. Nehru promoted an industrial, urban view of development along Western lines while Gandhi made the case for decentralized village growth. India liberalized its economy in the early 1990s as a step to more rapid global integration. 

Yet India remains a country of villages, with only 27.8 percent of its population in urban areas and the remaining 72.2 percent residing in its 593,731 villages. The Gandhian concept of swadeshi, which can be translated as “localized economics,” continues to be a vital element of development on the Indian subcontinent. 

India offers a unique setting within which to explore the globalization and localization development themes. This will be achieved through a mix of readings and assignments, guest lectures by a range of Indian resource people, field/site visits and interactions that will expose students to the place- and people-specific implications of both globalization and localization, and directed research projects on related topics of interest to the students. 

Academic Year Course Components

FALL TERM

This is a required one-credit introductory course to prepare students for the residential portion of the course in India. This course will be offered primarily online through use of D2L. The principal elements of this portion of the program include: 
· Directed readings and assignments to provide foundation knowledge related to globalization and localization
· Directed readings and assignments to provide foundation knowledge related to India’s history, economy, political system, culture, religions, etc. 
· An iterative process to select a tentative issue or research project for the course
· A face-to-face session that includes both the OIP orientation as well as orientation specific to India and the program itinerary

J-TERM

This is the four-credit residential study abroad program in India. It is three weeks in duration, beginning immediately after Christmas and ending just before the beginning of Spring semester. The principal elements of this portion of the program include: 
· Foundation lectures, field visits, and homestays in Delhi, including site visits to a call center, urban malls, industrial development estates, etc. 
· An introduction to Gandhi and Gandhian principles at Gandhi’s ashram in Sevagram, including lectures and field visits
· Field-based visits and lectures at two sites in eastern Maharashtra centered on agricultural and village development with specific emphases on the cotton industry, ecological restoration, food security, and health
· Field-based visits and lectures at a variety of sites in the Dahanu area of western Maharashtra (north of Mumbai) centered on both industrial and village development with specific emphases on industrial estates, power plant construction, social movements, tribal rights and identity, and fishing 
· Multiple sessions throughout the three weeks for reflection, learning, and sharing
· Directed readings throughout the three weeks
· Ongoing research related to each student’s issue/research paper topic

SPRING TERM

This is the one-credit synthesis course to enable students to continue and complete their issue/research papers. This course will be offered and managed primarily through D2L. The principal elements of this portion of the program include:
· An iterative process to develop and complete the final issue/research paper that will include thesis statement, paper description, paper outline, identification of source material, and composition of the paper
· A face-to-face session for students to share and present the findings of their issue/research project and paper – students interested in joining this program during the subsequent year would be invited to attend this session 
