
Form W-4 Instructions for Non-Resident Aliens 
 
Because of the restrictions on a non-resident alien’s filing status, the limited number of personal 
allowances a non-resident alien is allowed, and the fact that a non-resident alien cannot claim the 
standard deduction, you must fill out Form W-4 following these instructions instead of those 
provided on the Form W-4: 
 

1. Check only “Single” marital status on line 3, regardless of your actual marital status. 
 
2. You must claim one (1) withholding allowance on line 5, unless you are a resident of 

Canada, Mexico, or the Republic of Korea.  Residents of these 3 countries may claim 
more than one allowance. 

 
3. Write “Non-Resident Alien” on line 6 to the left of the box, on the dotted line. 
 
4. Do not claim “Exempt” withholding status on line 7.

 

  If you wish to claim a tax treaty 
you must file form 8233 (and Revenue Procedure Letter if required), or   W-9 and 
Attachment. 

If you have any questions, please refer to IRS Publication 519, page 50, or see your employer. 

 
Source: IRS Publication 519, US Guide for Aliens (03/14/2011) 
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