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Dear Friends of UW-Superior,
With every fall year comes a new group of students,
many of who are the first in their families to attend college they make up 46 percent of our first -year class this year.
I am continually inspired by our students’ dedication and
determination to make that transformative step into higher
education. While moxie and grit are essential ingredients
Renée Wachtr er
Chancello
for success, the programs and people that provide student
support play an essential role in their success.
In this issue, you will learn about some of the UW-Superior programs that contribute to
an enriched student experience and are critical in career and graduate school preparation.
One such program is our Center for Community Engaged Learning (CCEL), which provides a
connection point between the community and the resources that the University has to offer
through our students and faculty.
One example of this work is how the Center connects faculty members and our local
community to create academic service-learning opportunities for our students. In academic
service learning, students take what they have learned in their coursework and apply it to
real situations facing organizations. CCEL has tracked more than 2,900 student academic
service-learning experiences since 2014, with 230 community partners for a total of 66,000
donated hours and $1.5 million in economic impact.
Examples of academic service-learning experiences include: providing marketing
services to nonprofit organizations, addressing community health concerns, improving
childhood literacy, and many more.
Through the academic service-learning opportunities facilitated by CCEL, students
are fulfilling community needs, earning course credits toward graduation, and getting
experience that can launch their careers. And equally as important, students are taking
their first steps to becoming the next generation of leaders of our communities and greater
society.
The Center for Community Engaged Learning is just one example of the programs
offered by UW-Superior to nurture student success. In these pages, you’ll learn about other
programs that shape the lives of our students and define the superior education we provide.

Renée Wachter
Chancellor
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The Lake Superior Research Institute
celebrated 50 years of applied research,
student experience and community
outreach in October.
(See page 6)
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around campus
Brittany Laehn awarded
scholarship to study in Costa Rica
University of Wisconsin-Superior junior Brittany Laehn was one of approximately 1,200
American undergraduate students from 354 colleges and universities across the U.S.
selected to receive the prestigious Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship. The
scholarship is sponsored by the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Educational and
Cultural Affairs for students to study or intern abroad during the summer 2017 term.
A Biology major from Gilmanton, Wis., Laehn studied abroad in Costa Rica as part of
a customized health sciences internship while gaining the Spanish fluency needed to
help as a future physician.
“Overall my trip to Costa Rica was amazing,” she said. “I have learned and grown
so much personally and professionally. Two of my favorite things about the trip were
living with a very loving host family and having an opportunity to intern at a clinic.
Being immersed in a Spanish-speaking country was difficult at times, but allowed me
to further develop my Spanish speaking skills to a level that would be difficult to reach
in a classroom setting. I would highly recommend studying abroad to everyone.”

UW-Superior named
among Top Public Schools
by U.S. News
Named among the 2018 Best Colleges by U.S. News, the
publication ranked UW-Superior third in Top Public Schools
and 36 in Regional Colleges Midwest.
“We are pleased with the rankings and the recognition for
our outstanding academic programs, dedicated faculty and
individualized attention to our students,” said Chancellor
Renée Wachter.
U.S. News noted UW-Superior’s student-faculty ratio of
13:1, and the school having 59.1 percent of its classes
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with fewer than 20 students. The most popular majors include:
business, management, marketing, multi/interdisciplinary
studies, biological and biomedical sciences, communication and
education.
“This new recognition by U.S. News is noteworthy and
acknowledges our success in achieving superior outcomes for
students,” said Jackie Weissenburger, Interim Provost and Vice
Chancellor for Academic Affairs. “The UW-Superior faculty and
staff excel at providing opportunities to learn and transform lives
through high quality instruction and high impact practices.”

UW-Superior’s Lake Superior Research
Institute achieves certification for
Chronic Whole Effluent Toxicity testing
The Lake Superior Research Institute (LSRI) recently became
certified by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources
(WDNR) for Chronic Whole Effluent Toxicity (WET) testing on
three standard test organisms, continuing a 50-year history
of aquatic toxicology research and testing. WET tests are
used to determine the toxic effect of discharge water from
a ship, manufacturing plant, wastewater treatment plant, or
other industrial discharge sources to organisms occupying
receiving water.
The certification process took nearly one year from the time
of application in July of 2016. This certification allows LSRI to
conduct toxicity monitoring for industrial facilities that must

meet Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
permit requirements.
The LSRI WET team consists of Christine Polkinghorne,
Olivia Anders, Kimberly Beesley and Quality Assurance
Manager, Kelsey Prihoda. The certification makes LSRI
one of only five labs certified by the State of Wisconsin to
conduct chronic WET tests with water fleas and flathead
minnows and one of only
three labs certified by
the State of Wisconsin to
conduct chronic WET tests
with green algae.

Superior Police Chief Nick Alexander
speaks to students
In March, the Pre-Law Society and the Criminal Justice Student Association met
with Superior Police Chief Nick Alexander.
Students gathered to hear Chief Alexander talk about his background–starting
off in computer science, getting accepted onto the Superior Police Department,
and being chosen as the Police Chief.
Chief Alexander talked to the students about his duties such as overseeing the
budget, hiring new officers, and creating a departmental culture that emphasizes
empathy. Chief Alexander also answered questions on how he addresses issues
involving diversity and the growing narcotics problem in Superior.
Several UW-Superior alumni hold administrative, detective and officer positions
with the Superior Police Department.

SUPERIOR ALUMNI • 2017-18
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UW-Superior Upward Bound
receives $1.28 million grant

The Upward Bound program has
recently been refunded with a $1.28
million grant for the next five years.
The program serves 56 high school
students from the Superior School
District who are low-income and/
or first-generation college students
who have a desire to attend
postsecondary education.

“

The goal of Upward Bound is to help
students succeed in high school,
enroll, attend, and graduate from the
college of their choice. Grant funded
by the U.S. Department of Education,
Upward Bound has been serving
students in Superior since 1999. In
January, six local high school students
attended the Presidential Inauguration
as part of the Upward Bound program.

We look forward to continuing
to work with the UW-Superior

campus, community and Superior
School District to collaborate on
exceeding the goals set forth in
our new grant.


”

– Angie Hugdahl, Class of 2006
Upward Bound Director

Foundation receives grant
to help serve veterans and their families
The University of Wisconsin-Superior Foundation was
the recipient of one of $250,000 in grants awarded to
42 nonprofit organizations that serve veterans and their
families. The Wisconsin Department of Veterans Affairs
(WDVA) grants will provide financial assistance or other
services to Wisconsin veterans and their families.
The Foundation received $25,000 from this grant to go
toward the Veteran and Nontraditional Student Center
(VNSC).
The VNSC provides a wide range of support programming for veterans of all
ages. Military service members, veterans and their families make up roughly
five percent of the entire student body.
UW-Superior was recently named a Military Friendly® School for the seventh
year by GI Jobs®. This top-25 ranking, of which UW-Superior is the only
university in the region to receive this national ranking, is in recognition of
the university’s efforts to assist military personnel, veterans and their family
members in completing a college education.
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SPEAK

UW-Superior awarded
Ecofootprint Grant
The University of Wisconsin-Superior is the recipient of an Enbridge
$42,330 Ecofootprint Grant.
Funds from the Ecofootprint Grant will support efforts to continue
studying the microplastic sources to Lake Superior in the Superior
and Duluth area. This research is being led by Associate Professor
of Chemistry Dr. Lorena Rios Mendoza with the collaboration of
undergraduate students at UW-Superior.
Dr. Rios has gained national and international attention from the unique
work she and her team at UW-Superior are doing to understand the
sources, impacts and solutions to increased plastics in oceans and the
Great Lakes. Microplastics, microbeads and plastic fibers are being found
in water worldwide. These tiny plastics attract toxins eaten by aquatic
bugs and fish and make their way up the food web to our dinner plates.
Data and research findings from the lab helped the State of Wisconsin
become a frontrunner in banning the manufacturing and sale of personal
care products containing microbeads, which have since been banned
nationwide through the Microbead-Free Waters Act of 2015.
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Members of the Twin Ports community were
invited to take part in an evening of important
conversation to raise awareness and help
prevent sexual assault at the free event, Speak
Out Superior: Changing the Culture, Engaging
New Voices.
The event started with dinner followed by
active bystander intervention training with
trained advocates from the Center Against
Sexual and Domestic Abuse (CASDA) on hand.
The evening concluded with a panel review of
training results.
This event was sponsored by members of the
Douglas County Sexual Assault Coordinated
Community Response Team:
• University of Wisconsin - Superior
• Victim/Witness Services
• Superior Area Ministerium
• Health Care Clinic
• North Country Independent Living
• Center Against Sexual and
Domestic Abuse
• Wisconsin Indianhead Technical College
• Superior School District

Campus was painted purple this past October
for Domestic Violence Awareness Month.
SUPERIOR ALUMNI • 2017-18

5

Superior Research:

Lake Superior Research Institute
During the past 50 years, the Lake Superior
Research Institute (LSRI) has been
instrumental in many scientific advancements
including developing water quality criteria and
limiting the spread of aquatic water species
through ballast water.
This year, LSRI celebrated its 50 th anniversary, having received
more than $60 million in outside funding and a legacy of
research, innovation and real-world impact.

Past and Present

In 1967, Dr. Albert Dickas, a professor of geology at UWSuperior, founded what was originally known as the Center
for Lake Superior Environmental Studies (CLSES), as a way
for faculty and staff to conduct research on the western tip
of Lake Superior. Since then, LSRI’s scope has increased to
include all of Lake Superior, eight watersheds within Lake
Superior, their coastal wetlands and streams, the Great Lakes
Region and beyond.
Initial research projects included examination of red clay
erosion’s effects on water quality, the monitoring of air quality
for Superior and the monitoring of the environmental status
of the Duluth-Superior Harbor and western Lake Superior.
Some notable applied research projects which LSRI staff took
part in include: The Great Ships Initiative, running from 2005
to the present, examines the effects of various treatments
of ballast water – water carried by ships to improve stability
and balance. Researchers are evaluating the effectiveness of
different treatment techniques to remove invasive species
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from ballast water before releasing it into the receiving
bodies of water. LSRI is working collaboratively with AMI
Engineering and the Natural Resources Research Institute
on this project.
The Metals Analysis in Biota project focuses on examining
metal concentration, including mercury, in fish found in
Lake Superior, the Grand Portage Preservation waterways,
and the ceded territory in Wisconsin. The data from this
research is then sent to Native American communities where
advisories about toxicity levels are created based on the
data and distributed to the public.

Looking Ahead

As LSRI works on its current projects, the institute is also
planning ahead, dreaming about what they could research
next.
In the 1980s, CLSES was instrumental in developing water
quality criteria and the current LSRI staff hopes to continue
this work in the future and expand this work by testing well
water.
“We’re interested in conducting further drinking water
research, particularly well water,” said Dr. Matthew TenEyck,
Director of Lake Superior Research Institute. “This research
aims to foster public awareness about the need for annual
drinking water testing and provide much-needed base
line data to residents of Northern Wisconsin that will allow
informed public health decisions to be made.”
TenEyck hopes that LSRI can use its recent certifications
in testing for various nutrients, e.coli and certain types of
organisms to pioneer research and research applications
into well water.

“We are one of only five certified institutions in the state,”
TenEyck said. “And the only one in the region.”
The institute also intends to continue and expand their
research on maritime commerce in the Great Lakes and ways
to prevent ballast water introductions and spread of aquatic
invasive species.
“LSRI is committed to conducting environmental research,
providing services that directly benefit the people, industries
and natural resources of the Upper Midwest, Great Lakes
region and beyond and to providing nontraditional learning
and applied research opportunities for undergraduate
students,” said TenEyck.

A Legacy of Learners

In addition to its long-standing research contributions, LSRI
has also impacted many students with its educational efforts
and mission to provide non-traditional learning and applied
research opportunities for undergraduate students.
LSRI traditionally hires between 10 and 15 undergraduate
students each semester to assist with research. These students
typically stay with the institute until they graduate. Some even
come back.
“Many LSRI staff are alumni who pursued their advanced
degrees and then returned. Approximately 60 percent of
us are alumni. The current staff is passionate and dedicated

to conducting environmental research and providing nontraditional training opportunities for UW-Superior students,”
said TenEyck.
Throughout its 50 year history, LSRI has hired more than 600
UW-Superior students and over 250 staff members. Details
about current research is available online at uwsuper.edu/LSRI.

Remembering the Past

“At its’ core, the mission and vision of the LSRI has remained
the same for 50 years. The applied research foci have changed
with the times to reflect scientific trends and advances,” said
TenEyck.
To celebrate its 50 th anniversary and reminisce, LSRI hosted
a three-day celebration October 5 through 7, at UW-Superior.
Events included networking opportunities for alumni and the
public, and presentations from former CLSES/LSRI directors
about the major research themes in their tenure. Keynote
speaker for the event was Alexandra Cousteau, granddaughter
of Jacques Cousteau, famous undersea explorer and codeveloper of the Aqua-Lung.

Sponsors:
Bob and
Serena McClellan
As well as many alumni, retirees and friends.

“
“ It's time for us to

”

protect what we love.

– Alexandra Cousteau

SUPERIOR ALUMNI • 2017-18
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Truly Superior Adventures
Amnicon Falls State Park, the Apostle Island sea caves and Wisconsin Point are all
well-known locations in Northwestern Wisconsin, yet many residents have never
visited these local gems.
This is especially true for college students new to Superior. While many people
only know these places through visitor guides and social media posts, a program
at UW-Superior helps its students and members of the community take part and
discover new outdoor activities in these beautiful locations.
The program, Superior Adventures, isn’t only for students. The program offers
services, facilities and outdoor adventure expertise to the campus as well as
members of the community. The program and facilities focus on areas such as
outdoor and adventure education, relationship and team building, personal growth
and development, outdoor adventure trips, and can work with businesses or
organizations to design a customized event. Superior Adventures offers everything
from backpacking, kayaking, rock climbing, snowshoeing, cross country skiing,
downhill skiing and even base climbing.
Superior Adventures doesn’t only schedule its activities during the warmer months.
The program is happy to introduce students and community members to the many
joys of wintertime sports. For those looking to get into activities such as camping,
snowshoeing or skiing, but are cautious against buying their own equipment,
Superior Adventures can also be of assistance.

SUPERIOR ADVENTURES

Superior Adventures’ rental equipment, which is available to the students and the
community, includes items from canoes and kayaks to tents, sleeping bags and
camp stoves, snowshoes and skis, and much more.

uwsuper.edu/campusrecreation

Gaining a Global
Perspective

WORLD STUDENT ASSOCIATION

With the mission to promote global diversity and
inclusion on campus, the World Student Association is
the largest student organization on campus.
The most noted event for the World Student
Association is Cultural Night, held annually. This
evening includes international cuisine, performances
and fashion. Other events range from an excursion
to the Mall of America, ski trips to Spirit Mountain in
Duluth, a day of fun at ValleyFair Amusement Park
in the Twin Cities and a trip to Bayfield, Wis., for the
famous AppleFest.
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Solutions in One Stop
As an active member in the Superior community, UWSuperior has the ability to work with businesses and
organizations of any size. With an array of resources
including four research centers, expert faculty, staff and
students are eager to put what they’ve learned in the
classroom into action. There are few situations
UW-Superior is unable to assist.
Yet, for those unfamiliar with the internal workings of the
university, finding the correct contact may seem daunting.

CENTER FOR
COMMUNITY ENGAGED LEARNING

That’s a problem the new Center for Community Engaged
Learning (CCEL) hopes to solve. The primary goal of the
center is to be a one-stop shop that supports student opportunities.

“It’s an easier way to access and partner with the campus,” said Jenice Meyer, interim director
of the Center for Community Engaged Learning. “You call us; we know the internal workings
and the resources we have to offer.”
Experiential hands-on teaching and learning courses and extracurricular projects provide
students with guided opportunities to encounter firsthand the issues that they read about.
This requires them to apply academic learning to nonacademic settings and challenging them
to use their experiences in those settings to think more critically and deeply about what they
are studying.
By partnering with UW-Superior members, the community or your organization can expect
mutually beneficial collaborations. This can include staffing to help complete disregarded
tasks, identifying potential candidates for open positions within a company or organization, or
providing an new perspective to the work environment.

uwsuper.edu/ccel

Welcoming Resource
Starting college can be stressful for anyone. Yet when
adding caring for children or being an active member
in the military, the situation becomes an even larger
challenge. Thankfully, UW-Superior has resources in
place to help these students succeed in college.
The Veteran and Nontraditional Student Center (VNSC)
is committed to assisting veteran and nontraditional
students throughout their academic journey. A
nontraditional student is a student who may be 25
years old or older, married with or without children,
single with children, veteran or active duty military,
spouse of a veteran or active duty military member, or
dependent of a veteran.

VETERAN AND NONTRADITIONAL CENTER
uwsuper.edu/vnsc

The VNSC facilitates co-curricular programs and events that enhance
the overall student experience and improve the campus climate.

SUPERIOR ALUMNI • 2017-18
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Artistic Endeavors
The academic year at UW-Superior wouldn’t seem
complete without taking in at least one performance
from our music department.
The season began in September with its University
Recital Series featuring new assistant professor of
piano Hector Landa and continues until early May.

MUSIC

“I invite you to attend a UW-Superior concert,” said
Brett Jones, Music Department Chair and Professor
of Percussion. “For most of our concerts, admission
is free for students and very affordable for adults. It
is a gift to us all to live in an area with such a thriving
arts scene; however, we can only benefit from this if
we make a point to attend these wonderful live music
performances. I look forward to seeing you at an upcoming performance – you will be
happy that you came.”
Performances this season encompass a variety of styles and feature something for nearly
every taste.
“The UW-Superior Music Department offers a wide variety of concerts to the community
every year,” said Jones. “From opera to band, from orchestra to steel drums, from choir to
jazz, there is something for everyone. Not only does this array of musical styles speak to
many people, it gives our students an opportunity to understand and perform in a variety
of genres, making them well-rounded musicians.”

uwsuper.edu/music

Athletic band returns for winter sports season
After a hiatus of nearly eight years, the UW-Superior Athletic Band has been
revived, reimagined and is ready to rock.
Now called the Full Metal Jackets, its rock-based sound will be intent on energizing
the crowd at basketball and hockey games. With a playlist that will include Led
Zeppelin, Van Halen and Black Sabbath – just to name a few – the Full Metal Jackets
will be a departure from traditional pep bands.
“It’s basically a rock band with horns,” said Dr. Greg Kehl Moore, Professor of
Music, Jazz Program Director and Director of the Full Metal Jackets. “There’s going
to be some heavy metal involved.”
Currently, Full Metal Jackets are scheduled to play Yellowjacket sporting events –
split evenly between men’s and women’s basketball and hockey.

10
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46%

of UW-Superior’s new freshman
class are first-generation students.

HIGHEST

graduate enrollment since 2010.

MORE THAN 220

international

35%

95%

of our first-year students and 47%
of our transfer students are Pell
Grant eligible.

of UW-Superior’s 2015–2016
bachelor’s degree graduates are
employed or continuing education.

international students from
nearly 50 countries.

student enrollment makes up 10% of
the UW-Superior population.

SUPERIOR ALUMNI • 2017-18
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athletics

yellowjacket

tennis

For a brief period in the mid-1970s, UW-Superior was the home of varsity tennis. During
a stretch beginning in 1974, Yellowjacket tennis was a reality on the men’s side of sports
offerings at UW-Superior, but when the 1977-78 year came to a close, so too did the notion
of varsity tennis.
Until now.
After nearly four decades, tennis is back on
campus, not just as a varsity sport for men, but
for women as well, bringing the number of sports
offered at UW-Superior to 17.
“We knew when we made the move to the UMAC in 2015
that we were going to have to add some varsity sports to our
offerings in order to be part of the new conference,” said
UW-Superior Athletics Interim Director Nick Bursik. “One of
those sports was golf, we added men’s and women’s programs
in 2015, and have seen some early success. The second sport
was tennis. It took us a little bit longer, but we got things done
and we are excited to have two new varsity programs and
increase the opportunities for student-athletes here.”
Hired in December 2016, Kolin Dean is charged with leading
the program in its infancy.
“There are definitely challenges when you are starting
something like an athletic program from square one. There
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was a lot of learning on the fly,” Dean said. “There were
times where it was really difficult, especially when it comes
to recruiting. But I like the group we ended up with and I
think we’ll be putting two competitive teams on the court
right away.”
The first official matches for the teams will come in January,
but practice is already underway, as both the men and
women officially began workouts September 11.
“That was the moment when it hit me that we really do
have a team and we will really be competing,” Dean said.
“Up until that time, everything is such a work in progress,
but then you have the chance to get on the court and start
working with them and that’s when you realize you have
a team.”
“I’m really excited to be part of things and get to do this
from the ground up, and all of my student athletes are as
well. We’re excited to finally be on the court getting ready
for the season.”

For the second straight year , UW-Superior sports teams claimed
the championships in the Upper Midwest Athletic Conference.

2017

Inductees

Individual Honorees:
Don Carlson
Matt Kramer
Melissa Kunzelman
Steve Nelson
Jake Smith

Mertz Mortorelli
Coaching Achievement
Award Honorees:
Arlynn "Andy" Anderson
Randy Jones

It all started in the fall when the men’s cross country team, paced by UMAC individual
champion and NCAA championship qualifier Jackson Lindquist (Esko, Minn.) led the
Yellowjackets to the first cross country championship in school history and helped the team
to its highest-ever finish at the NCAA Regionals, where they came in 11th. As the winter
sports season unfolded the Yellowjacket women’s basketball team continued its UMAC
dominance, going unbeaten in conference play for the second consecutive year, claiming
both the regular season and playoff titles and making a second straight appearance in the
NCAA tournament. In the spring the men’s track and field team claimed both the UMAC
indoor and outdoor championships. Individually, Svenja Ruehl (Kirchuers, Germany) qualified
for the national indoor championships in the triple jump, where she placed 17th .

Carl Vergamini
Contributions to
Yellowjacket Athletics
Award Honoree:
Dr. Orvin Clark

Lydia C. Thering
Meritorious Service
Award Honoree:
Steve Olson

The current season has given indications that the winning ways for the Yellowjackets won’t be
ending anytime soon.
The UW-Superior men’s cross country proved to again be the class of the UMAC, winning
the program’s second consecutive conference championship. Evan Walpole claimed the
individual conference championship, finishing with a time of 26:10. It marked the third
straight year that a Yellowjacket was the men’s cross country champion in the UMAC, as
Walpole joined Charles Corbett (2015) and Jackson Lindquist (2016).
This year the Yellowjackets men’s soccer team flipped the script on Twin Ports rival
The College of St. Scholastica, winning the match on penalty kicks to claim the UMAC
championship and advance to the NCAA tournament for the first time in school history. This
was the third straight season that the Yellowjacket men’s soccer team met St. Scholastica
in the championship game of the UMAC. The 2015 contest went to the Saints, and then in
2016 the Saints won the match after defeating the Yellowjackets on penalty kicks.

uwsyellowjackets.com/
championsclub
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superior connections

Tom Bergh, Heather Thompson, Tom King and guest, and Susan Johnsen at
Ruby Hill Winery in Pleasanton, Calif.

Tom Pink, Randy Barker, Nate Cockerham, Tim Walsh and
Chad Matushak at the Yellowjacket Alumni Golf Outing.

Clockwise from top left: Deb Nordgren, Peter Nordgren, Alan Yoshimoto,
Mary Yoshimoto and Bixby Ho in Honolulu, Hawaii.

Socialize
with us!

Ryan Hanus, Abby Glawe and Warren Bender at Black Woods in Duluth.

Facebook.com/
superioralumni

Facebook.com/
uwsuperior

Scottie Sandstrom and Donalee Brevak in
Washburn, Wis.

Mas Fukushima, Chancellor Wachter and Scott Moreland at
Wisconsin in Florida Day in Fort Myers, Fla.

@uw_superior

uw_superior

Youtube.com/uwsuperior

14

SUPERIOR ALUMNI • 2017-18

Clockwise from
front left:
Anita Mattis,
Tom Bergh,
Rick Erickson,
Kevin, Anna and
Jennifer Jenkins,
Heather Thompson,
Allen Mattis and
Paul Rotter in
Houston, Texas.

Jason Young, Scott Wallin, Tom Bergh and
John McNeil at the Yellowjacket Alumni Golf Outing.

Southern California gathering in March at the Autry Museum in Los Angeles.

Paul Buckley, Linda Dee, Margaret Culbert,
Anna McNeil and Vikki Buckley in Madison, Wis.

Green Bay, Wis. gathering in May.

Mas Fukushima, Mike Baron, Steve Jevning, Ken Mertz and
Brant Hannula at the Yellowjacket Alumni Golf Outing.

San Antonio, Texas gathering in March.

Alumni Events

Mark your calendars, and please join us for these upcoming events!
December 8, 2017
Chicago Event
Bellwether Meeting House
and Eatery
January 5-7, 2018
Alumni Weekend
Kalahari Resort Wisconsin Dells

January 25, 2018
Superior Event
Barkers Island Inn
March 2018
Arizona Alumni Events
More information coming soon!

April 19, 2018
An Evening of Wine and Jazz
Yellowjacket Union
UW-Superior

June 3, 2018
Alumni Family Event at Como
Park Zoo
St. Paul, Minn.

May 2018
Colorado Alumni Events
More information coming soon!

July 20, 2018
Yellowjacket Golf Outing
Nemadji Golf Course
Superior

More details and events online

uwsuper.edu/ alumni • uwsuper.edu/ music • uwsuper.edu/ theatre
SUPERIOR ALUMNI • 2017-18
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AWARDS
Dennis White

Cherie Bridges

Chip Beal

Each year the Alumni Association honors
alumni, friends of the university, faculty
and staff members who have made a
contribution, in one way or another, to
the campus, the community and most
importantly the students. The awards
ceremony was held at UW-Superior on
Thursday, September 21.
The UW-Superior Alumni Association’s Distinguished
Alumni Award is presented to alumni whose successes
serve as an inspiration for current and prospective
students. This year’s recipient is Dennis White,
Class of 1969. Having distinguished himself as an
outstanding educator and administrator in Northern
Wisconsin for more than 30 years, White was
instrumental in establishing educational practices at
the Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwe School as a teacher
and then administrator. In 2009, White was invited by
the Smithsonian Institution to participate in their Artist
Leadership Program and the Smithsonian American
Indian’s Indigenous Contemporary Arts Program on
the National Mall in Washington D.C. In 2016, the
Wisconsin Indian Education Association recognized
Dennis as the Wisconsin Indian Educator of the Year for
his lifetime achievements in education and leadership.
The Alumni Association established the James
Rainaldo Mentor Award to recognize faculty or staff
members who have touched the lives of current and
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Kathleen Berchild

Walter Raschick IV

Richard Pinney

former students in a unique and significant way. This year
the award was presented to Cherie Bridges and Alvin
"Chip" Beal.
Bridges began her career at UW-Superior in 1995 as the
International Student Advisor, and served as the Director
of the Office of International Programs for the years prior
to her retirement in 2015. She also coordinated the Study
Abroad and National Student Exchange programs on
campus, giving hundreds of students the opportunity to
experience and immerse themselves in cultures other than
their own. With her encouragement, the World Student
Association created the annual Cultural Night event in
1996, which showcases food and cultures from around the
world and is still a highlight of the year on campus.
Beal, known to most as Chip, was an Associate Professor
in the Human Behavior, Justice and Diversity Department
at UW-Superior for 23 years. He taught many First Nations
Studies courses, including: Survey of First Nations,
Myths and Legends, First Nations History I and II and
Wisconsin First Nations History. Beal was the American
Indian Student Services Coordinator in what was then
known as the American Indian Studies Center. He later
served as the Diversity Coordinator for Campus Life and
the Director of the Office of Multicultural Affairs. Having
created the Multicultural Affairs programing at UWSuperior, Beal touched the lives of countless students on
our campus. He was able to use his personal experiences
to connect with not only American Indian students, but
all students of color. Through his First Nations classes, he
opened the eyes and hearts of hundreds more.

The Edward and Betty Kossak Service Award was
created to honor those who have made significant
contributions in time, energy, leadership and support
to further the goals of UW-Superior. This year’s
recipient is Kathleen Berchild, Class of 1964.
Berchild and her husband, John, class of 1965,
resided in southern California for 40 years before
returning to Superior in 2010. In the late 1990s, she
was instrumental in the establishment of the Southern
California Alumni Chapter, which is still one of UWSuperior’s most involved chapters. Berchild served
as a member of the UW-Superior Foundation Board
of Directors from 1999 to 2005, and was chair of the
Governance Committee. She and her fellow board
members worked diligently on bringing University
Advancement up to date and on Campaign Superior:
Higher Expectations. Berchild was a key organizer of
the 100th Anniversary Lambda Sigma Lambda reunion
in 2014, and played a significant role in creating the
Lambda Sigma Lambda Scholarship. This scholarship
has awarded more than $12,500 during the last 12
years to UW-Superior students.
The Alumni Association established the Young
Alumni Achievement Award to honor successful and
inspirational alumni who have graduated within the
past 15 years and are under 40 years of age. This
year’s recipient is Walter Raschick IV, Class of 2007,
or as he is professionally known, Walt Dizzo. From
2008 to 2012 Raschick was the volunteer coordinator
at Superior’s Center Against Sexual and Domestic
Abuse. In 2012 he was hired as the director of the nonprofit, Duluth Homegrown Music Festival. The area’s
largest music festival, Homegrown spans eight days
and features 200 musical acts performing in venues
throughout Duluth and Superior. Raschick is the coowner of the Duluth-based video production company,
Lakefront Films, and is also a freelance writer, editor
and photographer. Since 2004 he has been a music
director for Wisconsin Public Radio/KUWS. Raschick
hosts a popular weekly show, oversees the music
programming and advises students and volunteers at
the station.
The Honorary Alumni Award is presented to a person
who is not an alumnus or alumna of UW-Superior,
but whose success serves as an inspiration for current

If you would like to nominate someone for
an Alumni Association award, find out more
information or view our past inductees,
please visit uwsuper.edu/alumni

and prospective students. This year’s recipient is Richard
Pinney, who attended UW-Superior from 1965 to 1968. A
chance meeting with the then-unknown Greg Brown led
to a music collaboration that lasted several years and led
to the live album, “Hacklebarney.” Pinney went on to have
a successful solo career as a singer-songwriter. His 1977
album “Devil Take My Shiny Coins” was on several critics’
lists of that year’s best. His songs have been recorded by
Michael Johnson, Mimi Farina and Jim Post, and are widely
performed by others today. Pinney worked in Los Angeles
for eight years, where he was on the staff of TriStar Pictures,
Chameleon Records and the 1984 Olympic Games. Today,
Pinney is a web developer for nonprofits and progressive
political causes. He works with the “Shakespeare-ashealing” group, Feast of Crispian, which helps combat
veterans work through issues such as PTSD.

Alumni
Association
welcomes
four new
board
members

Aleda Wahlstrom Bourassa,
Class of 1977, is the manager
of business development for
International Customs Services,
Inc. in Sussex, Wis.

Aleda Wahlstorm Bourassa

Sunshine Lemieux

Sunshine Lemieux, Class of 2000,
is the Native American program
coordinator with North Country
Independent Living in Superior.
Dheenu Sivalingam, Class of
2006, is the product manager
of discretionary strategies with
RBC Wealth Management in
Minneapolis, Minn.

Dheenu Sivalingam

Nick Trimner, Class of 2007, is
the county administrator for Price
County in Phillips, Wis.

Nick Trimner
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“ Luis Valentin Salas is a hard worker and a

quick learner. He is analyzing microplastics from
samples that we collected this summer with the
main objective to identify possible sources from
rivers and creeks to Lake Superior.
					

– Dr. Lorena Rios Mendoza

Family upbringing
guides careeer path for

Luis Salas
The third-floor lab in Barstow Hall is filled
with an array of equipment. Glass and
stainless steel pieces line the room. Along
the back wall, Luis Salas gazes through a
microscope in deep concentration.
Dressed in a white lab coat, he looks the part of a scientist
as he holds a water sample up toward the overhead
lights. Salas has spent the summer and much of the fall
semester assisting Dr. Lorena Rios Mendoza in her study
of microplastics in the Great Lakes. While he enjoys
the research he is assisting with, Salas has dreams of a
different career path.
As a biology major with a chemistry minor on the
pre-health track at UW-Superior, Salas hopes to one day
work in a rural healthcare setting – a testament to a strong
sense of community passed down to him from his family.
“It aligns with my core values of helping those in need,”
he said.
His father, also named Luis, was born into a migrant
worker family in southern Texas, grew up speaking
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Spanish. They moved to Wautoma, Wis., from Crystal City,
Texas, in 1958. This cultural influence had an impact on Salas at
an early age.
“While I didn’t speak Spanish much at all growing up, it was
always present in my home and often spoken conversationally
in my dad’s family,” he said.
On his mother’s side, there existed another rich cultural
background.
“My mother [Linda Lemieux] is from Odanah, Wis., a Bad
River Reservation member, and made sure that we had
traditional native teachings, sweat lodges and weekends
at local powwows growing up,” said Salas. “Some of my
most distinct memories growing up were of a house full of
women telling stories, drinking coffee, smoking cigarettes and
sharing traditional Ojibwa teachings during Grandma Moon
ceremonies.”
His parents met at UW Madison in the early 70s. His father
was a member of MECHA, the Chicano undergrad student
organization, and his mother of WunkSheek, the native
undergrad student organization on campus. Their student
offices shared a hallway and they often worked together.

Salas spent the first five years of his life in Wautoma at the Salas
Café, a restaurant Salas’ father inherited from his father. His
family later moved to Ashland, Wis.
“Every formative step I've ever taken, my parents have been
behind me, encouraging me, providing counsel and motivating
me to do well for myself, my family and for the communities I
come from,” he said.
That upbringing is evident in Salas’ passion and drive at
UW-Superior and in his goals to one day work in a rural
healthcare setting. He has performed nearly 40 hours of doctor
observation at the Bad River Clinic in Odana, Wis.
“We saw about 40 patients,” he said. “It was a general-practice
facility, so it was everything from skin rashes to diabetes tests.”
This has allowed Salas an inside perspective into the
profession.
“It was a really good experience,” he said. “It was an honest
look at what community health and general practice looks like
in a rural setting, and more specifically, a reservation setting.”
That background has helped to confirm his future career goals.

“I’m looking forward to the day-to-day contact, and the
ability that you have as a primary care practitioner to see a
patient for more than just a surgery or more for just a few
hours,” he said. “You’re seeing people and assisting with
day-to-day health needs and dietary adjustments and all
the things that can elevate a community through individual
work, through one person at a time.”
Salas hopes that his ideal career will be in a location that
allows him to stay in the area he enjoys.
“I’d like to stay local,” he said. “I really enjoy being closer
to home in Northern Wisconsin and Northern Minnesota.
Lake Superior is such a draw for me – anywhere with fresh
water, it’s essential for me wanting to live there.”

For individuals interested in attending
medical, veterinary or pharmacy schools; or
attending graduate school for biochemistry,
UW-Superior offers a Biochemistry Health
Concentration. Find more information at

uwsuper.edu/programs
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foundation news

Old Main Society members honored
with new recognition wall
Named after Old Main, the oldest building and symbolic heart of the UW-Superior campus,
the Old Main Society was established in 2015 to honor alumni and friends who have
expressed their intention to make a legacy gift to the UW-Superior Foundation. These gifts
include, but are not limited to, provisions in wills, trusts, retirement accounts, insurance
policies and life income arrangements. The Old Main Society also provides a perpetual
remembrance of those generous individuals whose estate gifts have been realized and are
now making a lasting impact.
The Old Main Society, like its namesake, represents the past, present and future of the
university. It is only fitting that those who generously commit to such farsighted and
everlasting support be recognized in a society named after a building known by everyone
who ever walked the campus of UW-Superior.

The Old Main Society
Recognition Wall is located
on the second floor of Old
Main. If you have made
provisions for a legacy gift
with the Foundation, but
have not yet notified the
Advancement Office, please
do so in order to receive the
recognition you deserve.
Call (715) 394-8452 to learn
more about the Old Main
Society recognition wall.

Foundation welcomes new board members

Oddbjorg (Oddi)
Hjellbakk

20

Oddbjorg (Oddi) Hjellbakk, a 1989
UW-Superior alumna, graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in Accounting. Before
coming to Superior, Oddi graduated with an
associate degree in Agricultural Economics
from the University of Norway, Oslo in 1981.
Oddi recently retired as the Director of
Internal Audit for ALLETE, Inc. (Minnesota
Power) in Duluth – where she worked for
nearly three decades. Oddi has chosen to
serve on the Finance Committee.
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Jim Tomczak

Jim Tomczak graduated from UWSuperior in 1974 with a bachelor’s degree
in Accounting. He went on to earn his
master’s degree in Accounting from the
University of North Dakota in 1975, and
has been an accountant, a controller and
an auditor for several corporations. He
is currently the Vice President of Finance
and Chief Financial Officer with Emerson
Automated Solutions in Elk River, Minn.,
and like Oddi, Jim has chosen to serve on
the Finance Committee.

Why I give:

Investing in students
By Harold (Hal) Mattson, Class of 1968

For many members of my family, UW-Superior has
provided an education that has enhanced our quality
of life. My grandmother, Ellen (Johnson) Mattson,
graduated from Superior Normal School in 1898,
more than a century ago. She was a teacher at Bryant
Elementary School in South Superior, where all of her
grandchildren matriculated. Since I graduated from
UW-Superior in 1968, my brother, nephews, a great
nephew and many cousins also graduated, leading to
successful careers in many different fields of endeavor.
Two great-nephews are currently attending UWSuperior as well. We are a UW-Superior legacy family.
In grade school, I decided I would attend a university
and major in math. As an incoming freshman, I was
fortunate to receive a small scholarship that paid my
Harold (Hal) Mattson
first semester tuition. Other educational costs meant
I had to work two jobs to pay for a small initial loan and to save enough for the following
semester. Throughout my four years at UW-Superior, I had to work between 20 and 35 hours
a week, but still managed to graduate on time and with honors in math and an induction into
the National Physics Honor Society. I feel that no student should have to work more than 15
hours a week to help fund his/her education.
Education has always been the top priority of my life. In recognition of the importance of
UW-Superior to me and my family, I have supported fundraising initiatives to include naming
the Archive Room when the Jim Dan Hill Library underwent major renovations, and the
Chemistry Department’s Super Donor Periodic Table of Elements & Elementary Particles,
directing my support to Chemistry scholarships. Most recently, I have established the
endowed Harold and Doris Mattson Scholarship at $100,000 to benefit incoming freshman
from Northwestern Wisconsin.
It is comforting to know that
my contributions, funding
priorities that are important
to me, are making a direct
impact on today’s students
at my (and my family’s)
alma mater.

For of those to whom much

is given, much is required.

–John F. Kennedy

Harold (Hal) Mattson, graduated from UW-Superior in 1968 with a Bachelor’s of Science
degree double majoring in mathematics and physics. He furthered his education at
UW-Milwaukee by earning an MBA in 1977. He is a retired Vice President, Elks Past Exalted
Ruler, and current volunteer and local coordinator for Tax-Aide in Mission Viejo, Calif.

New
Scholarships
Scholarships remain a
top funding passion
and priority for many
alumni and friends, and
this year alone more
than $850,000 has
been awarded to many
deserving students. The
following scholarships
are newly established,
and are helping fund a
Superior education.
ASDCO Construction Supply
Scholarship
Duluth Grill Scholarship
Superior Inn Scholarship
Jerry Boothe Memorial 		
Scholarship
Dr. Beth Gilbert Music Theory
Scholarship
Dr. Dale A. Newman Scholarship
in memory of
Theresa Mary Newman
Dr. Dale A. Newman Scholarship
Burdge Scholarship
Merrill E. and Maxine Thompson
Music Scholarship
Chancellor’s Award
Richard and Kathryn Cochrane
Scholarship
Judy Weisbrot Memorial
Scholarship
Eleni Neeves Pinnow Scholarship
Woody and Lucy Christianson
Scholarship
Zank Scholarship
The Long Road Scholarship
Mike Simon Northern State Bank
Scholarship
If you are interested in funding
a new scholarship or an existing
one, please contact University
Advancement at 715-394-8452.
For a complete listing of
Foundation scholarships,
visit our website at

uwsuper.edu/give2uws.
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Steve DeVinck
North Atrium Dedication
The Foundation received a $100,000 gift from the Minnesota Power Foundation in
honor of alumnus Steve DeVinck in May. The gift will support UW-Superior priorities and
strategic initiatives.
“We are genuinely appreciative to accept this generous gift from Minnesota Power
Foundation and ALLETE in honor of Steve,” said UW-Superior Chancellor Renée Wachter.
“What a wonderful testament to Steve’s leadership, loyalty and commitment to ALLETE,
the university, the UW-Superior Foundation and our region.”
In recognition of this generous gift, the Yellowjacket Union North Atrium was renamed for
DeVinck.
“The Steve DeVinck North Atrium will inspire our students for generations to come, to live
life with integrity and devotion,” said Wachter.
The announcement was made May 8 at the Holiday Inn in Duluth during ALLETE’s Career
Celebration honoring DeVinck, retiring Senior Vice President and CFO. DeVinck, Class
of 1981, graduated with a degree in accounting. He served in leadership positions
with the UW-Superior Foundation Board from 2006-2016, including the position of
Foundation Board President. A dedication on campus also took place during September’s
Appreciation Dinner.
The gift in DeVinck’s honor allows ALLETE to recognize an individual with a passion for
learning.
“Steve is a devoted alumnus of UW-Superior – almost to the point of having UW-Superior
yellow and black coursing through his veins – and has been a driver of ALLETE’s culture of
community engagement,” said Al Hodnik, Chairman, President and CEO of ALLETE. “He
is a man of deep integrity who understands the value of education to all organizations.”

Dean McCall
to lead the
Foundation
At its annual meeting in
September, Dean McCall took over
as President of the Foundation.
Dave Anderson, Foundation
President from 2015-2017,
stepped into the role of Immediate
Past President and will serve on
the Finance Committee.
“In passing the reigns to Dean,
I am confident the Foundation
will be in good hands, and will
continue to grow and prosper,”
said Anderson. “I look forward to
continuing to work with Dean in his
new leadership role.”
McCall joined the board in
September 2013, and has helped
lead the Foundation’s fiscal
and fiduciary responsibilities
as a member of the Finance
Committee.

ALLETE employees, friends and family of Steve DeVinck were on hand at the
UW-Superior Foundation Appreciation Dinner in September to help honor the alumnus.

22

SUPERIOR ALUMNI • 2017-18

“I greatly appreciated Dave’s
wisdom and leadership style,” said
McCall. “He led the Foundation
through a period of growth and
opportunity for the Foundation
and UW-Superior.”
Dave Anderson (left) and Dean McCall
(right) pictured in photo above.

upcoming events

Arts

November 3 - December 14
Contra Paintings by Fatih Benzer
Kruk Gallery
January 25
Art Educators Exhibit Reception
Kruk Gallery

Theatre
February 23 - 25
Children of the Holocaust
Manion Theatre
April 27 - May 6
Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee
Manion Theatre
May 18
16th Annual UW-Superior
Student Film and Video Showcase

March 6
University Recital Series
Webb Recital Hall
March 13
Orchestra with Concertos
Thorpe Langley Auditorium
March 15
UWS Choirs
Thorpe Langley Auditorium
April 17
University Recital Series
Webb Recital Hall
April 24
Symphonic Band
Thorpe Langley Auditorium
May 1
Steel Drums
Thorpe Langley Auditorium

May 8
Breakfast with Champions
Baseball and Softball Teams
Perkins, Superior
April 12
Breakfast with Champions – Men’s and
Women’s Track and Field
Perkins, Superior
May 10
Breakfast with Champions – Athletic
Department Coaches and Staff
Perkins, Superior

Continuing
Education
January 4
Risk Management Workshop
January 17
Nonprofit Program Development
Implementation and Evaluation

Music

May 8
Superior Voices
Thorpe Langley Auditorium

November 28
Percussion Ensemble
Thorpe Langley Auditorium

May 10
UWS Jazz with BTJO
Manion Theatre

February 1
Leadership, Ethics and Social
Responsibility

Athletics

February 7
Managing Nonprofit Staff and
Volunteers

December 5
UWS Choirs Christmas Concert
Cathedral of Christ the King

January 11
Breakfast with Champions
Athletic Department Coaches and Staff
Perkins, Superior

March 1
Emerging Topics in HR Management

December 12
UWS Jazz Band
Manion Theatre

January 27
Men’s Hockey Cause Game
Wessman Arena

December 14
UWS Symphonic Band
Thorpe Langley Auditorium

February 8
Breakfast with Champions
Men’s and Women’s Tennis Teams
Perkins, Superior

December 3
UWS Choirs Christmas Concert
Cathedral of Christ the King

February 13
University Recital Series
Webb Recital Hall
February 14
Jazz Band Swing Dance
YU Great Room
February 27
UWS Symphonic Band
Thorpe Langley Auditorium

February 9
Women’s Hockey Cause Game
Wessman Arena
February 10
Track and Field Cause Game
Lydia Thering Fieldhouse

March 14
Nonprofit Communication and
Marketing

Cultural Nights
March 3
Cultural Night
Thorpe Langley Auditorium
March 30
Finally Friday
Middle Eastern Night
April 27
Finally Friday
African American Night
SUPERIOR ALUMNI • 2017-18
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classmates
Send us your updates!

Visit uwsuper.edu/update or send via email to
alumni@uwsuper.edu. Due to space limitations,
we edit items for style and length. If your news
does not appear in this issue, it will likely appear in
the next. Classmates listing as of October 9, 2017.

1956

Charles McDonald was
inducted into the Barron, Wis.,
High School Hall of Fame in
May 2016.
Ed Drolson and his wife, Luise
Larson Drolson are retired
from teaching and have lived
in Golden Valley, Minn., for
more than 40 years.

1958

Barbara Borkovich McDowell
has resided in Sun City West,
Ariz., since 2005. She taught
kindergarten in Rapid City,
S.D., and Green Bay, Wis.,
and later worked in federal
marketing in Green Bay.
She retired in 1999 and was
widowed in 2012. Barbara is
active in her church and the
local Czech-Slovak-American
Club, having traveled to
Slovakia to experience and
learn about her heritage. Her

two sons, daughters-in-law,
and six grandchildren all live in
the State of Washington. Life
is good!

1960

Stanley Hurst is retired as a
school principal and lives in
Lowell, Ind.
Jim Cowman had the fastest
time in his age group of 70+
in the 2017 Manistique, Mich.
Paper Chase held during
FolkFest, with a time of
40:34.6.

1961

Tom Ostrom presented "The
United States Coast Guard on
the Great Lakes: A History" at
the Richard I. Bong Veterans
Historical Center in Superior
in October 2016. He is a
nationally known author and
Coast Guard historian.
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1963

Bill Kadlecek and his wife, Kathy
Griffin Kadlecek, Class of 1969,
celebrated their 50th wedding
anniversary in the fall of 2016.

1965

George Sampson retired
after 29 years working as a
rehabilitation counselor for the
State of Wisconsin, and received
recognition from the Federal
Bureau of Prisons for his service.
He and his wife, Sally, have been
married for 51 years and have five
children and three grandchildren.
The family spends many happy
hours at their cottage on the
Wisconsin River.

Allies Newsletter entitled "The
Great Flu Pandemic of World
War I: 'Over Here' and 'Over
There.'" The article gives the
rarely told story of the battle
with disease during World War
I, which killed more American
soldiers than combat.
Greta Darst Murray recently
moved to Madison, Wis., right
across the street from Camp
Randall Stadium. She has many
grandchildren who visit her
often. Life is good!

1970

1967

Sue Hudacek and her husband,
Joe, celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary in July.

1968

Judith Harre
r Reinke, Clas
s
of 1967, visit
ed the Orego
n
Coast this sprin
g, which
completed he
r quest to visit
all 50 states!

Terry Dennis was Jim Grittner's
first graduate student in
ceramics, studied photography
under Dr. Kruk, and was head
photographer for information
services with John Knight. He
now lives in Lake City, Minn., and
has a working pottery studio and
art gallery in Wabasha, Minn. He
retired from teaching pottery for
34 years at The University CenterRochester. Terry and Jim Grittner
continue to be good friends
and enjoy an occasional game
of golf. And, Terry lets Jim win
occasionally.

David Thompson wrote an
article for the Minnesota Military
Historical Society's Spring 2017

1971

Larry Savage is retired from
his position of VP of Logistics
at SuperValu, and lives in
Newton, N.J.

1972

Tom Walsdorf and his wife,
Joyce McCumber Walsdorf are
both retired and enjoying cabin
time and travel. They reside in
Blaine, Minn.

1973

Steven Tiefenthaler recently
joined Delta Private Jets as a
corporate pilot. Prior to this,
he had spent 20 years in the
United States Air Fprce and
20 years as an international
pilot for Northwest and Delta
Airlines.
Bonnie Greener, having lived
and worked in Toronto, Canada,
for 20 years, has recently retired
and relocated to Salem, Ore.

1974

Bruce Plante retired this
year, after 28 seasons as the
Hermantown High School head
boy's hockey coach. His career
spawned 13 state tournament
berths, three titles and 547
victories for the Hawks.
Gary Lynn is enjoying his
retirement after working more
than 30 years at Ameriprise
Financial Services in a variety
of technology roles. He and
his wife, Linda, have lived in
Minneapolis since 1986 and
have two adult children. He
spends his time traveling,
woodworking and on
remodeling projects, playing
tennis, and (most recently)
studying the organ again after a
35-year hiatus.

1976

William Tecku won first place,
initial publication, and $250 in
the 2017 Lake Superior Writers
Contest for his short-short
story "Undercurrents." This
was William's eleventh creative
writing award. He credits much
of his success in writing short

stories and poetry to his former
UW-Superior English professors
David Light and George Gott,
as well as to fellow alumnus
and poet William E. Olson.
Samples of his work can be
found at roadreflections.com.

1977

		
Tom Pristash retired in January
2015, after 31 years owning
Sports Stuff in Ashland, Wis.
Prior to that, he had worked
for seven years at Northland
Savings and Loan. Tom now
enjoys hunting, fishing and
spending time with his young
granddaughter.
James Harris is semi-retired
and lives in Tucson, Ariz., with
his wife, Katherine.

1978

Jeff Esterholm won secondplace in the 2017 Wisconsin
People & Ideas Fiction Contest
for his story "The Hardest
Part," which revolves around
a fictional 1960s crime and its
aftermath.

1979

Cole Nelson recently moved
to the Fort Worth-Dallas,
Texas, area, and is getting
ready to retire from his work in
engineering construction.

1980

Andrew Jarosh has moved on
to a new career as copywriter/
editor for Coldwell Banker,
the nation's largest real estate
company, after 38 years in
journalism (not including
the three years with the
Promethean).
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Moon Limos, and lives in El
Cajon, Calif.
Brad Lindahl was chosen as
the City of Redondo Beach
Employee of the Year in June.
Brad and his wife, Cathy, live
in Glendora, Calif.

1984

Katherine Biesik Copeland
retired from the U.S. Air
Force, and is a realtor with
Stanford Realty Company in
Savannah, Ga.

1986

Brian Swanson is a marketing
manager with Federated
Mutual Insurance Co., and
lives in Owatonna, Minn.

1982

Laura Korhonen Colborn
moved to Marana, Ariz. in
2016, about five years after her
husband, Hal, passed away.
She is loving the weather and
unending sunshine, and not
having to shovel snow!

1983

Donald Brew is a chauffeur
and limousine driver with Half
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1987

Brett Collier is the technical
director for Guardian Pest
Solutions. He is a board
certified entomologist, and
has extensive experience
dealing with integrated pest
management, surveillance and
vector control from his time
serving in the U.S. military
and working in the pest
management industry.

1988

Beth Tomscak celebrated 10
years with Junior Achievement
(JA) USA, and last fall
transferred to JA Upper
Midwest in the Twin Cities
from JA of WI - Dane County.
Lauren Bratt Smith retired
from Front Range Community
College in May as the
Accounting Program director
and faculty member, after
serving several positions at the
Fort Collins, Colo. institution.
Her husband, Gary Smith,
Class of 1972, retired in 2016
as the School to Work Alliance
Program coordinator for the
St. Vrain Valley School District
in Longmont, where the
couple resides.

1991

Kathryn Gheller Forslund
recently moved to Castle
Rock, Colo. and started a
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classmates
custom embroidery business,
Stonehaven Stitches, LLC.

1992

Ken Libertoski and Amy Fruik
Libertoski celebrated their
25th, wedding anniversary in June
of 2016. They currently reside in
Weston, Wis.

1994

Karen White is a retail banking
manager with North Shore Bank
of Commerce.
John Conley was promoted to
Vice President and Senior Lender
at Pioneer National Bank.
Nina Davis Cady is a certified
nursing assistant with Westgate
Nursing Home, and lives in
Ironwood, Mich.

1995

Ronald Walsh became the
superintendent for the Plum City
School District in December.

1996

Eric High is an associate
professor of music at St. Norbert
College.

Rhonda Gotelaere was selected
as Douglas County's employee
of the quarter in October 2016,
for her outstanding work as a
child support investigator.

1998

Tara Willis Thom became the
human resources manager for
ATTIC Correctional Services,
Inc., in November 2016.
Marty Gibbons is teaching
special education at Woodland
Elementary School in Barron,
Wis.

1999

Justin Dahl is the owner of
Happy Tails Animal Hospital in
Superior. He lives in Superior
with his wife, three kids, and his
dogs, and serves on the church
council and teaches Sunday
school. His personal interests
include running, reading,
football and the study of
history.
Joe Russom coached the
Appleton North High School
girl's basketball team to an
undefeated season and the
Division I state title in March.
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Anna Greiner is a physician
assistant with St. Luke's Q Care
Express Clinic in Duluth. Prior
to joining St. Luke's, she was a
physician assistant for Golden
Heart Emergency Physicians in
Fairbanks, Alaska.

2000

John Gidley is the education
outreach coordinator for the
Richard I. Bong Veterans
Historical Center in Superior.
He and his wife Heidi Abelson
Gidley, Class of 1998, live
in Superior. Their daughter
Hannah graduated from
UW-Superior with a social
work degree in 2014, and
received her master’s in 2016.
Their daughter Gabrielle is
also attending UW-Superior,
majoring in education and is
catcher for the softball team.
John and Heidi have two
younger children still at home.
Jim Keal is now the assistant
principal at Woodrow Wilson
High School in Fargo, N.D.

2001

Jamie Eckholm was promoted
to environmental manager at
Asarco LLC, Mission Complex
in Sahuarita, Ariz. Jamie
earned a Master of Science
degree in Environmental
Management from Arizona
State University.

2003

Cassie Evenson Carey was
inducted into the Pequot Lakes,
Minn. High School Athletic Hall
of Fame in October.

2004

Amanda Rolfe joined Duluth's
Entrepreneur Fund in November
as program coordinator.
Hollie Kerr Putnam is an
assistant professor in the
Department of Biological
Sciences at the University of
Rhode Island.
Alice Loebsack is the assistant
athletic director of sports
medicine and wellness at Saint
Martin's University in Lacey,
Wash. Her position functions as
the head athletic trainer, as well
as the position of senior woman
administrator.

2006

Mesay Tegegne completed
his Ph.D. in sociology from the
University of Iowa in 2016.
Patrick Deignan was sworn in
as a Superior Police Department
officer in May.
Sarah Tarasewicz Turcotte
became the first full-time
assistant coach for The College
of St. Scholastica softball
program in July.

Sam Pranger has his own
photography business,
specializing in nature and
landscape photography in and
around the Northland, and lives
in Duluth.

2007

Katie Seipel-Anderson is now a
community land trust associate
with One Roof Community
Housing in Duluth.
Daniel Cousins Sr. opened
Northwoods Behavioral Health
Services in Hayward, Wis., in
December. He is a licensed
therapist and offers a variety of
counseling services.

also featured in the 2016
November/December issue
of SWIMMER magazine for
participating in the 2016 U.S.
Masters Swimming Summer
Nationals after overcoming
serious injury that winter.

2008

Jaclyn Rivard is a data analyst/
research assistant at Western
Michigan University, and
recently co-authored a book
published by Stylus Publishing
called "Faculty Development in
the Age of Evidence".

Kristi Shaw Reitz was awarded
tenure at Marian University,
where she is a professor and
the educational technology
program director. Kristi is a
member of the Wisconsin
Educational Media and
Technology Association Board
of Directors, serving as the
Director of Higher Education.

2009

Shelley Balcer is a
trainmaster with the BNSF
Railway in Superior.
Brandon Ely is a human
resources business partner
with the Rockford Public
School District in Ill. In his free
time, Brandon coaches high
school and youth basketball.

2010

Tom Inforzato is now the head
football coach at Mesabi Range
College in Virginia, Minn.
Brenda Forland is a math
teacher at Red Rocks
Community College in
Lakewood, Colo., and recently
received the Jerome Wartgow
Teaching with Technology
Award for her part in making
learning easier and more
affordable for students.

Dave Hendrick was the
technical director for the UWMarinette Children's Theatre's
production of "Goldilocks
and the Three Pigs" in
February.
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Stephen Nickell graduated
from the University of
Edinburgh, Scotland, with
a Master of Science in
Archaeology in August
2015. He continued his
education and graduated
from the University of
Nottingham, England, for a
postgraduate certificate in
Education-Secondary History
on December 15, 2016,
with honors. He is currently
employed as a history teacher
at Lilian Baylis Technology
School in London teaching
students between the ages
of 11-18.
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2012

Valeree Hartel was named
partner at Hartel's/DBJ Disposal,
and has been with her family’s
business for six years.
Joel Phelps graduated
from medical school in May,
earning his degree at A.T. Still
University-Kirksville College of
Osteopathic Medicine in Mo.
Joel began his residency with
the Marquette Family Medicine
Residency Program in July.
Jason McDowell graduated
from The New School with an
MFA in Creative Writing (Fiction)
this spring, and lives in New
York City with his wife Larissa
Flint McDowell, Class of 2012.

Justin Dittmar was promoted
to asset manager at United
Piping, and previously served as
a project manager for six years.

Heather List is a project
manager with WISEdash
Local, a Wisconsin nonprofit consortium, and lives
in Ironwood, Mich., with her
husband, Ryon.

Amanda Stark married Larry
Penrose on April 7, and is a
compliance coordinator with
Essentia Health in Duluth.

Ben Mooney is an Enrollment
Services Manager with
Wisconsin Indianhead Technical
College in Superior.

Amy Flessert competed
in five events representing
Team USA at the 2017 FINA
Masters Swimming World
Championships held in
Budapest, Hungary. She was
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Andrew Dean has accepted
a commission as a 2LT with
the Wisconsin Army National
Guard. He was also promoted to
supervisor of customer service
with the USPS in Winona, Minn.
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classmates
2013

David Nelson is the athletic
communications manager at
Carthage College, an NCAA
Division III member of the
College Conference of Illinois
and Wisconsin.
Lindsey Schiff is a psychotherapist with Arrowhead
Psychological Clinic in Duluth.
Cole Schreiner is an assistant
coach with the Northland
College men's basketball team.

2014

Ethan Prosser is now a buyer
with Polaris. He and Alyssa
Bryant Prosser, Class of
2016, were married in July of
2016. Alyssa is a kindergarten
teacher for the Chisago Lakes
School District.

Sarah Bergh,
Class of
2015, marrie
d Mike Power
s
on Septembe
r 30. She is
pictured here
with her father
,
Tom Bergh, a
development
officer with th
e UW-Superio
r
Foundation.

2015

Jessica Deville is an
administrative assistant with
Duluth LISC.
Anna Morgan is the assistant
volleyball coach for the
University of Minnesota
Crookston.

2016

Megan Myer was sworn in as
a new officer with the Superior
Police Department in February.
Summer Lindelien is a
graduate assistant and student
at the University of Florida,
and is conducting research
on non-lethal aging methods
of largemouth bass with the
Florida Fish and Wildlife
Conservation Commission.
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Stephen Gant is a software
developer for OATI.

2017

Russ Milroy was sworn in as
a Superior Police Department
officer in May.

Caitlyn Beckman married
Matthew LeBlanc on January 7
in St. Pete's Beach, Fla.

Kylee Koivisto is a loan officer
with North Star Credit Union,
and recently purchased her first
home in Angora, Minn.

Charles Mahlen was sworn
in as a Superior Police
Department officer in May.

Emily Schoenborn is now
an associate administrative
specialist with the Center for
Community Engaged Learning
at UW-Superior.
Zach Bauer married Maria
Ammer, Class of 2017, on
May 24. Zach is a laboratory
technician with We Energies
and they live in Greenfield, Wis.

Taylor Nelson is a marketing
and admissions coordinator
for Lac Courte Oreilles Ojibwa
Community College.
Ben Ellison teaches 6th, 7th,
and 8th grade choirs at
Ordean East Middle School
and Lincoln Park Middle
School in Duluth, Minn. He will
continue to perform with the
Lyric Opera of the North and
the Duluth Superior Symphony
Orchestra Chorus.

Thank you to the
2017 Alumni Association Platinum Sponsors
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in memoriam
Ruth Jacob Olson (1937), Park Falls, Wis., September 26, 2016

Kenneth Clark (1969), Superior, Wis., November 10, 2016

Helen Green Manion (1945), Superior, Wis., December 28, 2016

William Hennekens (1969), Solon Springs, Wis., January 10, 2017

Irene Moe Boedigheimer (1942), Superior, Wis., April 2, 2017
Louise Abrahamson Johnson (1947), Muskegon, Mich.,
October 30, 2016

Margaret Lahti Solveson (1949), Nashotah, Wis., April 15, 2017
Peter Rozowski (1950), Milwaukee, Wis., May 8, 2017

Laila Ronkainen Magnuson (1950), Brule, Wis., July 9, 2017
Henry Aronson (1952), Onalaska, Wis., February 1, 2017

Carol Freberg Allan (1952), Manitowoc, Wis., May 28, 2017
John Manz (1954), Sussex, Wis., April 7, 2016

Barbara Andresen Mead (1954), Oak Ridge, Tenn., March 19, 2017
Dan Burbey (1955), San Diego, Calif., June 3, 2016

Lawrence Sobolewski (1956), Ironwood, Mich., September 29, 2016

Michael Obrodovich (1969), Phoenix, Ariz., January 9, 2017
Stella Rogers (1970), Gordon, Wis., March 5, 2017

Jean Kubicek (1970), Flandreau, S.D., May 5, 2017

Larry Krieps (1970), Lino Lakes, Minn., May 14, 2017

Kenard Kenworthy (1971), Tomahawk, Wis., July 30, 2016
Richard Coluzzi (1971), Geneva, N.Y., September 6, 2016

Margy Kaufman Kesler (1971), Iron River, Wis., July 23, 2017

Lawrence Vallem (1973), Lake Station, Ind., October 18, 2015
Charles Wolden (1974), Frederic, Wis., December 30, 2016
Ruth Hendry (1974), Superior, Wis., March 25, 2017
Michael Breitzmann (1975), Solon Springs, Wis.,
September 5, 2017

Paul Peterson (1956), Golden Valley, Minn., June 23, 2017

John Wozniak (1977), Armstrong Creek, Wis., August 24, 2015

Richard Cycenas (1960), Racine, Wis., March 21, 2017

Dorothy Norman (1981), Superior, Wis., December 27, 2016

Ronald Orlandi (1959), Duluth, Minn., February 15, 2017
Cyrilla Collard (1960), Proctor, Minn., June 14, 2017

Leonard Jacobs (1961), Madison, Wis., October 16, 2016
David Barto (1961), Marquette, Mich., October 17, 2016

Roger Scheldroup (1961), Lake Nebagamon, Wis., May 2, 2017
Eleanor Ball (1962), Davenport, Iowa, July 12, 2016

James Anderson (1964), Poplar, Wis., November 26, 2016

Ruth Watson Beighley (1964), Saint Charles, Minn., June 30, 2017
John Hadley (1964), Las Cruces, N.M., July 24, 2017

Peter Opack (1965), Duluth, Minn., September 25, 2016
Richard Ford (1965), Superior, Wis., August 7, 2017

Robert Murphy (1978), Superior, Wis., March 6, 2017

Randy Jones (1985), Shakopee, Minn., November 24, 2016
James Gray (1985), Superior, Wis., March 25, 2017

Donna Anderson (1987), Duluth, Minn., September 30, 2016
Richard Roth (1987), Rhinelander, Wis., October 8, 2016
Katharine Brace Hatcher (1987), North Fort Myers, Fla.,
August 26, 2017
Ronald Brown (1988), Solon Springs, Wis., September 1, 2017

Stuart Johnson (1989), Superior, Wis., June 11, 2017

Janelle Cannon Langdon (1993), Inver Grove Heights, Minn., 		
December 6, 2016

Robert Newman (1966), Rogers, Ark., January 22, 2017

Bonnie Anderson-Torres Wolden (1996), Superior, Wis.,

Robert Olson (1968), Maple, Wis., March 15, 2017

Lynn Gread Surla (1998), Duluth, Minn., May 17, 2017

Val Melgeorge (1967), Eveleth, Minn., January 26, 2017
Joseph Nowak (1969), Cloquet, Minn., October 27, 2016
Carol Yaworski Lisdahl (1969), Lake Nebagamon, Wis.,
November 1, 2016

January 5, 2017
Michael Stoll (1998), Eagan, Minn., May 3, 2017

Elizabeth Hilger Harvey (1998), Superior, Wis., August 20, 2017
Robert Gran (2014), Superior, Wis., September 28, 2016

Dr. Edmond Dennery passed away on March 28, 2017 in Milton,
Wash. Dr. Dennery was a Professor of Biology. He began his career at
UW-Superior in 1966 and retired in 1986.
Dr. Roger Forseth passed away on December 3, 2016 in Superior.
He was hired in 1964, and was a professor in the Department of
World Languages, Literatures, and Cultures until 1991. He then went
on to teach online courses at UW-Superior until 2014.
Foundation Board member Mike Simon passed away on July 21,
2017 near Ashland, Wis. Mike graduated from UW-Superior in
1976 with a degree in geography. He joined the Board in 2014,
and served on the Finance Committee. Mike was the executive vice
president at Northern State Bank in Ashland.
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All-Class Reunion Save the date!

Join us September 27-30, 2018, for our AllClass Reunion. Connect with old friends, visit
your old favorite haunts and check out new
places on campus. More information will be
available as the reunion draws closer.

uwsuper.edu/reunion

It’s our

quasquicentennial!
Starting as The Superior Normal School in 1893, the institution now
known as the University of Wisconsin-Superior graduated its first class of
12 students in 1897. Since then, UW-Superior has grown to more than
2,500 students from more than 40 countries.
Superior will be hosting a variety of events in celebration of its 125th
(quasquicentennial) year starting July 2018 through June 2019. Watch
the Buzzword Newsletter for event details throughout the year. Not
subscribed to Buzzword? Share your email address with us at
uwsuper.edu/update and we’ll add you to the list.
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Have your own
special reunion!

We’re starting to plan the All-Class Reunion events,
and we’d like to hear from you. If you were part
of a sorority, fraternity, student club, AFROTC,
student government or any other campus group
and you’d like us to help plan a special event – let
us know! Please contact Heather Thompson at
715-394-8593 or alumni@uwsuper.edu.

We love to hear from our
alumni and friends – so keep
us posted, Yellowjackets!

Reminder of childhood or
creepy dust collector?
The last time we saw
one of these it was on
Antiques Roadshow.

Well, at least the
sneakers are still in style.

Many of our invites and communications are sent by email or
posted on social media these days, and we’d like to make sure
you’re included.

Don't forget
Updating your information with the Alumni Association is easier
to like us on
than ever. You can change your address or email and send us your
facebook!
news at uwsuper.edu/update
facebook.com/superioralumni

Now, about that typewriter of yours ...
SUPERIOR ALUMNI • 2017-18
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A TRIBUTE TO Coach Prescott
About a year ago, Lori and I were invited to a gettogether in Lake Nebagamon, Wis., at the home of my
longtime friend and teammate Al (Stork) Olson and his
wife, Kathy.
Upon arriving, we were greeted by another longtime friend, Jeff Pangallo,
along with his brother, Greg, and father, Sam. Also in attendance was UWSuperior alumni, John Bonk.
Al told me he had invited Dr. Roger Prescott and his wife, Bev. What a
surprise, as I hadn’t seen Coach Prescott in many years. We shared stories,
jokes, laughs and memories before it was time to go. It was a great day.
Stories Al and Jeff have told me explain the character of this genuinely nice
man and what he means to those of us that have known him. Al told about
the time he had mono and Coach Prescott brought him soup each day until
he recovered. Jeff, after suffering a bad injury during basketball practice,
was offered a place to stay at the home of the Prescotts so that he would
be able to get the daily care that was required.
I decided to call Coach myself and get a better idea of what had transpired
during his many years of service. I explained to him that I had planned on
writing this story about him and would like some information on what he felt
were important accomplishments. He, as always, was hesitant to bang his
own drum, but after I encouraged him a bit, he shared a few things. At UWSuperior, besides being our basketball coach, he spent 17 years as the cross
country coach, and 13 years as the women’s basketball coach where he won
coach of the year in 1984, which was a first at the time. He also worked for
six years for the Special Olympics as district supervisor for track and field.
Due to the fact that I write occasionally for our local paper, the Bottom Line,
Heather Thompson, the Director of Alumni Relations, and Peter Nordgren,
the current Chair of the Alumni Association, encouraged me to draft this
story. I have never been accused of being a writer, but rather a story teller.
But this was a story that meant a lot to me. Dr. Roger Prescott epitomizes
the dedication and devotion that he has inspired to his profession, studentathletes and family over the years. He gives a new meaning to practice what
you preach, still working out at the age of 83. Accomplishments and awards
are wonderful and deserved and can be placed on the wall for all to see.
What is not there is all the gratitude and appreciation that was bestowed on
a lifetime of service and caring that many of us were able to share with you.
Thanks, Coach Prescott
and God Bless.
Bruce Hanson,
Class of 1976
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Allan (Stork) Olson, Coach Prescott,
Jeff Pangallo and Bruce Hanson

Yellowjacket
Ulin Zagdsuren

Dean McCall,

originally
from St. Paul, Minn., graduated from
UW-Superior in 1980 with a bachelor’s
degree in accounting and a minor in
physics. He passed the CPA exam after
graduation and began his career as an
auditor. In 1987, Dean transitioned to the
investments field where he has since held various positions.
He is currently a financial advisor in Duluth, and serves as
president of the Foundation Board of Directors. Dean lives
in Superior with his wife, Kate, and they have two grown
daughters.
We asked Ujin Zagdsuren, a senior accounting major from
Mongolia to interview Dean, who has more than three decades
of experience in the accounting and financial industries.

Ujin: What made you choose UW-Superior?
Dean: I have always been attracted to Lake Superior and the
wilderness. In fact, one of my favorite T-shirts says, “The Lake
is calling. I must go.” When I toured the campus, I liked the
openness and how it did not feel crowded like other colleges I
visited. And I really enjoyed the smaller class sizes.

Ujin: Why did you pursue accounting as a
career?
Dean: I first started as a physics major. Back then, students had
to declare a major on day one, (which I was not expecting) and
I liked physics in high school, so that is what I started with. My
father was a CPA, and when I was growing up he would have
me do mundane tasks for him and I thought it was the most
boring profession. In my sophomore year, I needed to take one
more class to have a full load, and I signed up for Principles
of Accounting. That ultimately led me to changing my major.
Subsequently, my twin brother and older brother also became

Dean McCall

CPAs, so now I tell everyone that having the CPA letters
after my name is a genetic defect.

Ujin: What is your fondest memory of

UW-Superior?

Dean: One time during finals week, a few of us backpacked
up the Split Rock River and camped along the shore of the
river. I did my “cramming” there as I enjoyed the sound of
the birds and the running water. We got up at about 6 a.m.
and hiked out in time for my 11 a.m. exam.

Ujin: What types of campus events, clubs
or other involvement do you remember
participating in?
Dean: I was involved in and held leadership positions in too
many organizations to count. Some of them included: Tau
Kappa Epsilon (TKE) fraternity, the Business Club, Student
Senate, a special task force for the chancellor and the
Residence Hall Club.

Ujin: Did you know any international
students, like me, while you were here?
Dean: We had a lot of students from Hong Kong, and two
who joined the TKE fraternity: Chee Kan Too and Edward
Chang. We developed good friendships through TKE,
and I am hoping that they all attend the 125th reunion in
September 2018.

Ujin: What advice would you have given
yourself at my age?
Dean: In addition to getting good grades, I encourage you
to work hard, get involved, take on leadership roles and
build a good resume.
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Travel with Alumni and Friends!

Iceland
May 2018

Alaska
August/Sept. 2018

Mississippi
River
Oct. 2018

View the full itineraries and optional guided tours at uwsuper.edu/alumni/travel

